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personally, I welcome the growth of the
Country Party, although I am not a member
of that party and am never likely to be one.
Still I welcome their growing strength be-
cause T think they will check the evil of
centralisation and will ecause more attention
to be paid to the men outback who are the
most deserving citizens of the State.

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham, dchate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.53 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS ACT, AMENDMENT.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, When- does he intend to intro-
duee an amendment of the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet to give to municipalities the
option of rating on the unimproved value
of land? 2, In view of the fact that the
munieipal year commences on the 1st
November, will he consider the advisability
of intreducing the Bill at a sofficiently
carly stage to allow of its being brought
into force for the next municipal year$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 1f possible this scssion. 2, No avoidable
delay will oceur.

QUESTION—MIDL.AND WOQORKSHODIS,
APPRENTICESHIPS,

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways; 1, Who are the members of the
Apprentices Selection Board at the Loco-
motive Workshops at Midland Junection? 2,
What is the method adopted in selecting
apprentices?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, The workshaps manager, shop fore-
man of trade concerned, union representa-
tive of trade concerned, 2, (a) Educa-
tional qualifications are tabulated and con-
gidered; (b) candidates are intetrogated by
the Board, and physique and personality
noted; {e) eandidates with outstanding
gualifications in (a) and (b) are given
preference; (d) ecandidates with approxi-
mately equal qualifications in (a) and (b)
ballot for order of appuintment.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Firm offers for Ezport.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has it been the practice of
the State Wheat Marketing Scheme to give
exporters of Western Australian wheat
firm offers of wheat for export for 48 hours,
to enable them to arrange freight and
quote for the delivery of the wheat in, say,
South Africa? 2, Has this system been ter-
minated under instructions from the Awus-
tralian Wheat Board in Melbourne? 3, Are
the Government aware that this action will
prejudice the sale of Western Australian
wheat, as grain exporters in this State ob-
taining only tentative gquotations locally
will be unable to quote against Vietorian
exporters who are in elese touech with the
Auatralian Wheat Board in Melbourne and
are able to obtain firm offers of wheat
there? 4, Will he protest to the Australian
Wheat Board against the disadvantages im-
posed on the export of Western Australian’
wheat in this respect, and the consequent
loss to the Western Australian producer?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes, to certain destinations on
behalf. of the Australian Wheat Board. 2,
Yes. 3, The export of the actual grain of
the Western Australian harvest to desirable
markets may be affected, but the local pool
will share in any Australian wheat sales
effected overseas. 4, (a) Yes; I have done
go. (b)Y There is no loss to the Western
Australian producer.

Local Conitract No'les for Export.

My, JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has it been the practice of
the State Wheat Marketing Seheme to issuve
contract notes locally for sales of Western
Anstealian wheat for export? 2, Is it true
that this practice has been stopped under
revent instructions from the Australian
Wheat Board in Melbourne, and that the
Australian Wheat Board has decided that all
such sales are to De finalised in Melbourae
in future? 3, What are the reasons for this
alteration? 4, Is he aware that this new
system will place Melbourne brokers at a
great advantage as compared with residents
of Western Australia in regard to handling
Western Australian wheat for export, with
a corresponding loss to the Western Austra-
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lian wheat grower? 5, Will the Government
make a vigorous protest to the Federal Gov-
ernment against the svatem of centralisation
in Melbourne, which is being adopted by the
Australian Wheat Board in this matter to
the detriment of our produccrs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: L, It has been the practice for the
State Wheat Marketing Scheme locally to
arrange sales of wheat for export to certain
destinations on  behalf of the Aunstralian
Wheat Board. 2, Thia arrangement has been
stopped. 3, Australian Wheat Board tele-
graphs that the present condition of the mar-
ket renders it particularly essential that the
board should be the sole seller of wheat over-
scas. 4, There may be & dizadvantage to
loeal brokers, but there should not be any
loss to Western Australian wheat growers.
5, The matter has already been taken up
with the ecentral board.

QUESTION—TIMBER ROYALTIES.
Cancellation of License.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for For-
erts: 1, Has the Conservator power under
the Forests Act, 1818, to differentiate in the
matter of royalties for the taking and re-
moval of forest produce? 2, Does he agrec
with the Conservator in imposing on certain
timber companies royalties in respect of
licenses issued since the passing of the Aet
which are three times (that is, 15s. 3d. as
against 5s. 3d. per square load) the royalties
payable by other companies, making a dif-
ferenee to one company of approximately
£7,500 per annum? 3, Have not complaints
of unfair treatment been received from
Bunuing Brothers, Limited? 4, Is he aware
that this company and Lewis & Reid, Ltd.,
have Been ecarrying on business in competi-
tion with Millars’ Timber and Trading Com-
pany, Ltd., Whittaker Bros, and other com-
panies for a period of over 15 years? 5,
Does he consider it equitable that Bunning
Bros., Lid., and Lewis & Reid, Ltd,, should
have to pay three times the amount of roy-
alty which the other timber companies are
called on to pay? 6, Will he take steps to
suspend the payment of the royalties pend-
jug a revision of the position? 7, Why was
Timber License 63/11 held on aecount of
Bunning Bros,, Ltd., eancelled? 8, If the
reason was that the concession was not being
worked, did the Conservator také into con-
sideration the fact that it was being worked
in eonjunction with other eoncessions and
that work on them had been greatly ham-
pered owing to the abnormal conditions
which prevailed during the war? 9, Will he
cause the Conservator to take steps to rein-
state the concession referred ta?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS replied:
1, Yes. 2, When a permit holder desires an
cxtension of his permit whieh has expired
through efuxion of time, the royalty is re-
visedl under Forest Regulation 42, made
under Section 44, Subsection 40, of the
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Forasts Act, 1918, and the Conservator ad-
viseg what royalty shonld be imposed. This
royalty is based on the value of timber sold
in the partieolar district in which the per-
mit exists, and which is ascertained by the
aale of sawmilling permits by public anetion
or tender. 38, Yes, 4, I am advised by the
Cunscrvator there is evidenee that one firm
have joined with Millars’ Timber and Trad-
ing Company in the cxport of slespers. 5,
Their permits having expired they are sub-
jeet to revision of royalty as set out in
answer to No, 2. 6, The Conservator does
not recommend such a course. 7, Bunping
Bros. were not operating in the area, and
did wmot apply for ecxemption. The permit
was therefore forfeited nnder Section 12 (a)
of the Land Aet Awmendment Aet, 1904, for
a kreach of the conditions. 8, The Conserva-
tor took all the faets into eonsideration. 9,
The Government has not the power to do
this, The power is with the Conservator of
Torests.

QUESTION—SOUTH-WEST.
Inspectiow by Federal Members.

Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Premier: In
order that the resources of the State might
be made more widely known in the Eastern
States, will he faeilitate an inspection of
the South-West by the members of the Com-
monwealtle Joint Committee on Public Ae-
counts who are now sitting in Perth?

The PREMIER replied: I will give them
an opnortunity of seeing something of the
South-West, the wheat lands, and "the gold-
fields .if they are willing to make the trip.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day. )
Debate resumed from the 18th August.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.45]: T
do not know whether the applanse from the
Opposition which greeted my rising has any
signifieance as expressing the unanimity or
thorough aceord whieh has hitherto prevailed
during the debate or—

The Minister for Mines: Tt is a tribute of
personal love and affection.

Hon. T. WALKER: That may be so, but T
am somewhat astounded at the rather general
concensus of admiration which we have heard
expressed during the course of this debate.

Mr. Pickering: Tt is a ease of a mutual
admiration society. -

llon. T, WALKER: I can ‘well under-
stand personal affection even for one’s ubi-
quiters political opponent, but it scems a
somewhat serious thing that we are drifting
into an attifude that would denote ultimate
satisfaction with all that is done by the
Government.

The Premier: T do not think they have gone
so far as that. T wish you would.

ITon. T. WALKER: I think we have gone
so far that an actual promisc has been se-
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cured from more than ome guarter to help

the old chariot along. When I review what
Parliamentary experience I have had—and I
have had a few years of that expericnce—I
think if I have learnt one lesson more than
another it ia that for the health and well-
being of the general publie, we must have a
watehful Opposition. We must have a eriti-
cal Opposition. We must recognise in u Par-
liament of this kind, or of any kind, that
there are lines of prineiple that one party
supports and desires to see supplant the lines
of principle followed by the other side.
Otherwise, ther¢ would be ne necessity for
an Opposition. If there be no division of
opinion, and if one has not to work for one
such line of principle and is desirous to sub-
stitute that line for another, then Parlia-
mentary Government s at an end. I know
the gravity of the situation raises some ques-
tions beyond party and beyond Parliament.
For instance, there is the question of finance.
I think it is here that the greatest amount of
promise of help was given. In the question
of finance, the whole world at present is
involved. We have had the eries of parties
to the effect that we must settle the finaneial
difficulties of this State. A mandate from
one section, or rather from the hackers of
one section, comes forward that we must
reduce the deficit; we must make ends meet.
May I tell those hon. members that while
the world is running in its presemt trend, it
is absolutely impossible to settle the finances
of this State satisfacterily. I do not care
what Government may be placed in power.
We cannot spend the money that is required
for the development of this State and get
it back from the population we have now.
That is the problem staring vs in the face.
It is inseluble. Put any Government bon.
members may like in power, and if the Gov-
ernment are going to keep the wheels of
progress going, they are bound to get into
delbt. The only qvestion I have to ask myself
is: Will the future pay the debt? Has the
country the resources and the possibilities to
enable it to untimately balance the ledger?

Member: Easy.

Hon. T. WALKER: T say ‘‘easy’’ too.
With onr resources as they are, it need not
voncern us so very much that we cannot make
ends meet at the commeneement of ovr great
career. But there are certain pressures that
are being placed upon us and which must be
removed in order that fhe State may go
ahead.

Mr. C. C Maley: Get back to work, for in-
stance. .

Hon. T. WALKER: I will deal with that
aspect in a moment. There are certain pres-
sores, however, that can be removed and
those pressures are not in the domain of
that scetion of the community that we ecall
‘“the workers.”’  They belong to another
class altogether. While we have the present
system governing us—the financial system
that is known as the capitalistic system—
we are bo nd to bhave pressure that will

dvetiveness  of
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almost bleed us white, Let me give hon.
members one or two cases in point.  Aus-
tralia, through the late war, has been plungel
into debt to the extent of something like
400 millions. We have to pay that somehow
or another, und where is it to be paid? Not
all of it in Australia by a long way. 1t has
to be paid among the eivilised nafions of
the world, and amongst the Allies chiefly.

My, ¢ C, Malev: Tt you work, you will
soon get it back,

Hon. T. WALKER: True, we can develop
the ecountry that way, but I submit that the
worker has developed the country, and T
wonld Hke to tell the member for Trwin (My.
Maley) that in no avenve of work has a con-
clusion Dheen reached which is not touched
by labour. TLabour has helped to achieve
that end. - There is no wealth that the hon.
member for Irwin enjoys that is not fhe
result of production by toil. It is work that
has done it. I submit that it is the very
element of production in Western Australin
that has tied us into a knot at the present
Jjuneture, We have produced, not what feeds
o r population

Mr, C. C. Maley: We should not talk too
mrvel.

Hon. . WALKER: T do not know what
the member theans by these inane and stupid
interjections.

My, CC,
and less talk.

Hon. T. WALKER: T wish we had more
sense and less froth on that bench where
the houn. member sits. It is the very pro-
the Commonwealth that
has got us into our present situation.
We have produced infinitely more than is ve-
quiredl for every inhahitant of this State.
We  have produeed millions of pounds
worth of wealth that has left the State.
It has to feed others in other parts of the
world, and the rope that draws the surplus
which our work has produced, is the intercst
on borrowed money, and it is the grip that
eapitalisn has on this State. Tt is that that
is cansing ns to be where we are.

Mr. €. C. Maley: Of course you cannot
develop a young: country without borrowing.

Ilon, T. WALXKER: Mr. Speaker, T ask
vou to permit me to continue my speech.
If the member for Irwin wants to make a
speech, T will sit down. I ray that it is that
surplus that is paying the interest bill to the
money lenders of the world. I was pleased
indeed with the lucid aml capable speech
delivered by the mewmber for Gascoyne (Mr,
Angelo). He put his finger upon n vital
point when he said that it is impossible for
thiz State to recover itself while the hand
of the Commonwealth, in a financial sense,
ix upon this State. Every source of revenue
is taken hy the Commonwealth before we
get there, ro to speak. Before we can deal
with the rcsources of the people, the Com-
monwealth has exploited them. We have to
employ officials and pay big salaries in dribs
and drabs, in one way and another, for doing -
work for the Commonwealth. They come

Maley: We want more Wwork
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upon cvery avenune of taxation and when
they have satisfied themselves, what is left
for the State? What can the State aceom-
plish in such c¢ircumstanees? The prineiples
of the Constitution have been departed from
by the Commonwealth Government. Orig-
inally the States came together under a com-
pact in mutual agreement, alloting certain
funetions to the Commonwealth and eertain
functions to the State, in each instance pre-
serving under the Coustitution the sover-
cignty of each State. Within its own bor-

- «erg, it was a sovercign State; but all that.

has been broken down. We are stumbling
step by step into dependency upoun the Fed-
eral Government. We are tributers to the
Federal Government and all avenues of in-
dustry, as well as of commerce, are shackled
by the hand that the Commonwealth has
unpon them. There is growing need for re-
form in that direection. T shall not deal
longer with that point now, for it must come
up for discussion at length by and by, but
it is elear that we eanuot restore our financial
health and strength while the Commonswealth
disease is rampant. It is herc amongst us
and we cannot get rid of it; we camnot get
on our feet, while that supremc burden op-
presses ws. This brings me to another phase
of the question. T do noet want te labour
any section in the brief speech I intend to
make, I want to deal with the ery raised by
a certain section of this Chamber. A certain
degree of vanity and pride has served to
make them believe they are the Constitu-
tional clique in this State. The Nationalists
some time ago appealed to the country on
the score of law and order and eonstitutional
government, bui they are out-done by the
party that we know technically as the Coun-
try Party.

Mr. Pickering: The party,

Hon. P. Collier: The boss party.

Mr. Simons: Monger's magpies.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!

Hon. T, WALKER, T have a eutting from
one of our newspapers which says that the
Primary Producers® {‘onference waa contin-
wed at the offices of the Westralian Farmerg’
Itd., and that there was a fuil attendance
of delegates, and that the President, Mr. A.
J. Monger, occupied the chair. The first
husiness of the day was the consideration
of recommendations from the executive deal-
ing with the political platform, and it was
agreed that the following new planks should
be incerporated: (1) The encouragement of

a spirit of nationhood amongst the Austra-~

lian people-——o

Mr, Pickering: Mear, hear!

Hon. T. WALKER: aud the mainten-
anee of constitntional government.

Hon. P. Ceollier: That is the point.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the poiut 1
want to emphasise, te maintain the Gov-
ernment we have, constitutionally., The next
Js, ‘“the intcgrity of the Empire.”’ It is in
that one particular, so far as nationhood is
coneerned, that we are all working to build
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up the nation. Everybody is doing some-
thing to build up the nation.

Mr. Pickering: Then why complain®

Hon. T, WALKER: T am not complain-
ing. That is a pure platitude, and I need
not pay any morc attention to it; it goes
without saying. But I do want to draw at-
tention to the ‘‘consistency’’ of the Country
Party.

My, Piekering: That ia one of our fanlts,
consisteney.

Hon. T. WALKER: Constitutional gov-
ernment ! The maintenance of econstitu-
tional govermment! Yet it ig from this
party that the propoesal comes to have
elective Ministries. Do they kpow what
constitutional government means? Does
not every student of conatitutional history
and law know that in order to have consti-
tutionalism, we¢ must have our King, our
Pavliament, and our Exzeeutive? And if
we are going to appoint Ministers by a
vote of this House, elective Ministers,
where is the King coming in? He is no
longer in Parliament. You have deprived
him of his prerogative. You cannot. have
elective Ministries and constitutional gov-
ernment; you eannot maintain the Constitu-
tion and have that innovation, if innova-
tion it be. Perhaps I may not be objecting
to the charge becanse T believe in
progress. 1 believe our Constitution will
grow and will have to be altered to
suit the altered conditions; but where
is the, consisteney in making this brand
of constitutionalism to maintain the Con-
stitution? @ The Constitution that gov-
erns this State decides the number of mem-
bers there shall be in Parliament. If we
are not to maintain that Constitution what
will become of the ery of lessening the
number of members?

Mr. A. Thomson: Are you going to sup-
port the reduction of members?

Hon. T. WALKER: I question whether I
am. I should be very sorry to get it into
the cligue to which the hon. memeber be-
longs, It is in numbers that we have
safety; that is the advantage of mumbers.
Let us see how they have gone about this
matter of preserving the constitution. Only
the other day there was a conference
held

Mr. A. Thomson: And don’t forget——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A, Thomson: Open doors.

Hon., T: WALKER: Yes, and open mouths
as well. I find that at this econference they
admitted a Professor from our University.
Now the University, if I understand it
rightly, is an institution which might not
be all that is perfeet, and it might be
starved for want of funds.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: And ‘+ is not the
only institution that is starved,

Hon. T. WALKER: It is not the only
pace that needs funds to earry it along.
But the Professor, paid from a grant made
by the State through the representatives
of the people, is paid to do his work as a
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teacher, and thercfore should have some
respeet for the Constitution, he ought to
have some respeet too for Parliament, for
the King’s representatives in the adminis-
tration,

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Hon, T. WALKER: What does he do?
This professor in the TUniversity wanis
monecy for his University. He may have
knocked at the door of the Treasurer. I do
not know. He may have knocked at the
door of the Minister for Works. I do not
know.

The Minister for Works: He did.

Hon. I'. WALKER: T have no doubt the
Minister c¢an speak for himself; but 1 do
know that whatever encouragement or
whatever rebufl he received by Ministerial
knocking, he went to the gathering of the
Country Party in conference, and made a
speceh there, telling them he would be glad
of their assistance and aectually tried to
induee  them—there can be no  question
about it—to coerce the body sitting on the

Treasury bench in this House, and in that,

way to coerce Parliament.

Hon, P, Collier: He had no right to he
there.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is so. Every-
one has his citizenship rights, and T be-
giudge no one the privilege or the right to
express his views at the proper time and
place. But this was a political move and
had political significance. No other pur-
pose was in it. He goes forth and says:—

In carrying out such econmomy nothing
better counld DIe done than the develop-
ment of the brain, human resources, and
the cncergy of our young manhood, The

University had not cost the State, since

its jnception, as mueh as our precious

trading coneerns.
He drags this in Dbefore the conference of
what shall T eall them—bucolicgs——

Mr, Piekering: Primary producers.

Iion. T. WALKER: Well, primary pro-
dueers. He snecrs at what the Qoevernment
have done and what the Government are
doing, and in order to make that sneer he
ahsolutelv misrepresents the facts,

The Minister for Works: He was misled
hy the ¢‘West Australian’' newspaper.

Hon. T. WALKER: Very possihly. But

he ought not at a public meeting of that

kind geatter newspaper claptrap. He is in
the position of a professor of the University
and shonld set an example, There is nothing
I can think of more valuable in a Univer-
sity than to consider & professor setting
examples to the students, A professor
creates the atmosphere there. ‘What kind
of atmosphere is Professor Shann creating
when he goes forth with sueh cheap sneers
as those T have quofed. Then he goes on
to say in his address to the primary pro-
dueers—
The annual grant needed to be raised
from £15.000 to £20,000. That was a flea-
bite compared with what was devoted to
other objeets. To invest in the braing
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of the younger generation would mean

nothing like the wild eat Wyndham

freezing works.
The wild cat Wyndham frzezing works! This
from a professor who is at the University to
uphold, if anything, by cxample and precept
the Constitution that gave him his Univer-
sity, Now the evil of it is this, that he goes
to this scction of the community to stir them.
For what? Becange he recognises that they
are using their power to coerce the Govern-
ment. What this party says the Government
will {le. Ts that constitetional government?
You get people, even a professor of our Uni-
vergity, working these primary producers to
soel the Government on. They may take it
as a compliment. But what werc those mem-
bers of Parlinment doing, who were at this
meeting, to permit the professor to sicer at
the work of Parliament?

Mr. Angelo:  The present administration
arc not responsible for the freezing works,

Hon, T. WALKER: WNo, but they are re-
sponsgible for their management. T will not
duny that had it not been for the war, no
mere valpable investment would have been
made than those freczing works.

Mr. Angelo: 1t is a question,

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is not a question
any more than the warks at Carnarvon are
for the good of the North-West. The pro-
fessor was allowed to make this sneer in the
presence of members of Parliament.

The Premier: They are always doing it

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is their privilege.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is not their privi-
lege to seek a political body and try o use
its political influence. There must he a dis-
tinetton made between free expression of
opinion and the deliberate use of a political
body for the purpose of coercing the Govern-
ment. [ have another matter. T am quoting
again from the report, This is headed *'The
Gold Buyers’ Bill.’’ It reads as follows—

Mr. Bloxsome introdnced the guestion of
the proposed Gold Buyers’ Bill, which was
submitted Ly the Chamber of Mincs.

Talk ahout a pavty! I never know anything
more conglomerate than this party. The re-
port continues-—

Tt was decided to adopt the rveecommenda-

tion of the mining committee to assist hy

means of a deputation to the Premier and
the Minister for Mines requesting the Gov-
crmnent to intraduce this Bill at the open-
int of Parliament as a Government mea-
sure. The mining association is to be re-
quested fo co-operate on the deputation.

The deputation is to he introduced by the

T.eadvr of the Country Party—

Mr. A. Thomson: Nothing wrong with
that, is thare?

Ifor. T. WALKER:
The report continues-—

who will he aceompanied by as manv mem-

bers of the party as may be available. An
arlvance copy of the Bill—
This is what i3 wrong with it! This is whai
T am going to ask them to justify constitn-
tionally, Listen to this—

No, not with that.
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An advance copy of the Bill will be sent
to the Minister for his information.

This is constitutional government! This is
sticking to the maintenance of the Constitu-
tion! TFarce, humbug, on the part of mem-
bera who ean be guilty of such conduct as
this. [t is this I am objecting to. T object
to whittling away what is rcally the safe-
guard of the citizens of the State, the pro-
teetion of this Parliament from the unduc
influenee and machinations of those outside
it. This is what really I am objecting to.

Mr. Pickering: We will consider that
point.

Hon. T. WALKER: T have very much
doubt about the resmlt. If the hon. member
has to consider it, God bhelp us! Tt is not
only small matters of that kind to which I
would refer. I have in my hand a report of
a speech delivered before the conference by
the Minister for Agriculture. This was pub-
lished in the ‘“West Australian’’ of the 17th
ingt. Tt i5 a long speech. T am not going to
read it, but I am going to draw attention to
what follows the specech in the newspaper.
Immedintely after two columns of speech we
get the heading “‘In Parliament,’’ under
which we read this—

The Minister for Agriculture made a
statement in the Legislative Assembly last
night similar to that published above.

That is the report of his speeech in this
House! The two colomn report is of the
speech’ made by the Minister to the primary
prodveers’ conference,

The Premier: He practised on them,

Hen, P, Collier: BRBut they got the infor-
mation hefore ua. .

Hen. T. WALKER: That is the point,
There were in that speech matters of great
importance to the State as a whole, the pos-
sible realisations, payments to be made from
the old wheat pool

The Minister for Agrienlture:
here on the same day.

Hon. T. WALKER: 8ee how little is the
distinetion I am drawing Tealised by the
hon. member! The Minister thinks the ques-
tion answered when he says it was all here
on the same day. But the point is that the
information was given first and foremost to
the primary producers, Parliament had to
wait until the primary producers got the
facts. Is it not invariably the rule that mat-
ters of-public importance must first be com-
munieated to Parliament?. Js it not a fact
that, constitutionally, that is the attitode of

Tt was all

can learn of faets that are going on in the
Government, behind the scenes so to speak,
which members of the House cannot get uutil
the primary producers have been supplied.
The faet that the Minister went before those
people, seemed to imply that, he considered
them of greater importance than he eonsid-
ered this Chamber., And he is a Minister, a
representative of the Crown! Yet he divulges
first to them the secrets of the Government
before he speaks to ns. It was the same with
the butk handling question. Before this

The primary prodpcers |
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Chamber knew anything about it, before this
Housge had a chance to glance at the Bill, the
question was dealt with and the Bill read and
discussed and adopted by tho primary pro-
ducers. And not on¢ of us, members of the
House, had scen a copy of the Bill,

The Minister for Agriculture: We had a
similar Bill last year.

Hon, T. WALKER: [ do not care. It was
carried there, it was diseussed there, before
it was placed in the confidence of the House.

Hon, P. Collier: Never previously has
such a thing been done in the history of the
State. .

Hon. T. WALKER: There can be no
greater breach of econstitutional methods.
Moreover, it is nbsolutely ignoring Parlia-
ment and treating the primary preducers’
conference as Parliament itself.

1Ton. P, Collier: That is so.

Hon. T. WALKER: And matters are not
ended there. T.come to a peint which surely
all hon, members will be interested in. Here
i1s a repert in the ¢ Daily News. '’

Mr. Pickering: [ snppose you will reflect
on that paper. :

Hon. T. WALKER: I may have oceasion
to reflect on its opinions and its policy, and
sometimes cven on the corrccrness of its
statoements. But this is nol onc of those
cases. This is a report headed ‘‘The Treat-
ment of the Insane,’’ ‘‘Position at Clare-
mont,”’ ‘‘ Allegations and Denial,”’ ‘“Royal
Commission 'Wanted.”” Then follows this—

The chairman (Mr. A. J, Monger) said
he had reeeived o lctter from the Colonial

Secretary (Mr. Broun) with a request that

it should be read at the conference, The

Minister wrote: ‘I notice on the agenda

paper for confercnee a motion relating to

a Royal Commission to inquire into the

Claremont Hospital for the Insane. This

no doubt has emanated from Courthope

himself, who is at present practising his
profession in  the Goomailing district.

Courthope has distributed numerous papers

throughout Australia in whiech he makes

grave charges hgainst the Claremont asy-
lum officials. You no doubt have reeeived
these documents yourself. T an sorry to
say that the editor of 'Stead’s Review'®
saw fit to publish Courthope’s statements
without making the least inguiry whether
sueh statements were true or not, T sent
a very long reply to Stead giving him the
whole of the facts, but he has not seen fit
to acknowiedge my letter. [ had a very
_niee letter from the Rev. G. Tregear, who
is now in the Iast, He spoke highly of
the management of the asylum. He was
the viriting chaplain for several years. 1
am forwarding you a copy of Dr. Ander-
son’s report on the eharge made by Court-
hope, in order that you may not be ignor-
ant of the position when the moation comes
on. I leave it to you to judge for your-

self whether Conrthope’s statements are .

reliable or not. ‘The file contains reports

which eclearly prove that Courlhope’s state-
ments are absolutely wntrue. 1 am paying
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close attention to the working of the asy-
lum, and a board was appointed last year
to undertake all the necessary work for the
comfort of immates and the management
of the institution. The board (under the
new Act} has mandatory powers which are
now being c¢xercised, and every case is
thoroughly investigated. Should patients
consider they are unlawfully detained or
badly treated they are cntitled to place
their case before the board, who have ab-
soluto power to act in any direction or de-
cision arrived at. The board is . doing goo
work, and is of preat assistance to the
officials and staff. The work is most un-
pleasant’ and arduous, and the staff are not
unmindful of their responsihilities, T hope
in future there will be no necessity for so
much outgide influence, The Government
is anxious that the true faets should be
known. I hope the conference wﬂl agree—
Here is the point:—

that a Royal Comimission is unncccssary
I want hon. members to observe that.
report continues—

The present board is quite eapable of recti-

fying any anomalies in existence and I do

not think it would be adusab]c to inter-
fere with its work.
T trust hon. members will note that.
port continues—

1 intend shortly to write to Dr. Sinclair, of
Sydney (Inspecetor-General for TImsanc in
New South Wales), asking him to visit this
State to investigate nnd report upon the
working of our agyloms. Dr. Sinclair is a
man of wide experiemce as far as lunacy
is concerned, and he no doubt would be
able to give me good adviec regarding the
inner working of our iustitutions. Motions
like the one to which I refer refleet upon
me as the Minister controlling asylums. I
would not care much if such motions were
justifiable, but they are not. T give you
my assuranee that the strictest attention
is being given to the management by my-
self, and I mn domg my best for the un-
fortunate sufferers in the institution.’’

Mr. Pickering: Very sympathetie.

The Minister for Works: They will not
give him a fair chance.

The Colonial Seerctary: It is for Parlia-
ment to say whether there should be a Royal
Connnigsion,

Hen. T, WALKER: 1 know that, What
does the Minister do but write to Mr. Mon-
ger? Why discuss the matter with Mr.
Monger? Has be not the moral eourage to
take the responsibility of setting his own
course and defending himself to the House
if he be accused?

The Colonial Seeretary: Becanse of the
motion on the azgenda paper.

Hon. T. WALKER. Is it not for him to
defend whatever may be necessary for him
to defend in this Chamber?

The Colonial Secretary:

Hon. T. WALKER:
writes to Mr. AMonger,

The

The re-

Undoubtedly!
But the Minister

‘neither the amendwment nor
‘letter killed the resolution.
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The Colonial Seccretary: Because of the
motion on the agenda paper.

Hon. P. Collier: What does that matter?

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister was
present at that meeting and asked the Chair-
man to read this letter to that body.

The Colonial Secretary: I was not there.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister was
present in his letter,

The Colonial Seeretary: I was not.

Hon. T. WALKER: He was present by
proxy. The letter was in his language. He
was in thes assemhly, and was trying to in-
fluence it. He prayed and begged Mr, Mon-
ger to stand by him and wse his influence to
stop the primary producers from voting for
it. He tried to kill the resolution, but
the Minister’s

The Minister for Works:
killing the doctor.

Hon, T. WALKER: In to-night’s paper
we find the following statcment:

The Colonial Secretary (Mr. F. T,
Broun) stated this morning that he in-
tended to give effect to the Government’s
decision to appoint a Royal Commission to
enquire into ?m question of the care of
the insane as soon as possible.

Now they are

Hon. P. Collier: Last week it was not
necessary.

The Colonial Secretary: I say it is not
necessary now,

Hon. P. Collier: Instructions from the
conference; this is responsible Government.

Mr. S8PEAKER: Order! How. members
will need an inquiry here directly.
Hon. T. WALKER: Quite right, Mr.

Speaker., There is great need for an inquiry
if we can find an independent commissioner
to make it. .

Hon. P. Collier: Constitutional Govern-
nient! .
Hon. T. WALKER: Only a week ago

the Minister begged and prayed—if T nm
not exaggerating his own language—that
Mr, Monger should wse his inBuence with the
primary producers.

The Colonial Seeretary:
NCCOSRATY TOW.

Hon. P, Collier: Your Premier says it is,

Hon, T. WALKER: It is not necessary,
says the Minister, but he is willing to do it.
Why? He is willing to do it because the
conference carried the resolution. -

Mr. Pickering: Because the journalists
earricd the resolution.

Mr. Corhoy: Are you not going to earry
the vesponsibility?

Mr. Pickering: They take precedence.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is exceedingly won-
derful that the XMMinister should onme week
ago be telling us that it is not enly unneccs-
sary to have a commission, but urging the
¢hairman of the primary produccrs confer-
enee to help him in defeating that proposal.
Why is there this sudden change?

Hon. P. Collier: Becausc of instructions
from outside.

I say it is not
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Hon. T. WALKER: It is now stated—they

will not admit the faet for there is a
species of hyproerisy in addition to the
cowardice of their statements—it is not

beeanse the primary producers carried the
resolution, but becavse there was a deputa-
tion of journalists which waited upon the
Premier months ago.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
Mable’s case.

Mr. Pickering: The Premier said so.

Hon. T. WALKER: Why wait until this
motion is carried before this comes to light?

Hon. P. Collier: Because of imstructions
from any old outsider.

Hon, T. WALKER: We never heard about
this journalists’ deputation until the primary
preducers had given their mandate. If they
have given that mandate, what becomes of
the position of the Colonial Secretary?

Fhe Minister for Works: Who elected the
journalists as reprezentatives of the people?

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier says he took
instructions from them.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know. That is a
diplomatic evasion of the faets, It is not
telling the truth. We never heard about the
deputation or what they represented, or eof
the appointment of a commission until the
resolution of the primary producers. Two
or three days after, however, we bave a
statement made that the Premier has agreed
te appoint a commission.

Hon. P. Collier: Following on a request
of the journalists.

Hon. T. WALEKER: This came from the
dietators, these behind the Government,
those who give the Government life, and

withont whom the Government eould not live.
They are using their power in a way that is
diametrically opposed to constitutional
Government. Constitutional Government
is impossible whilsi that power exists out-
side. We know full well the result of the
erommission that is te be appointed. It is
to be appointed at the dictatorship of the
primary producers.

The Premier: What is that?

Hon. T. WALKER: The appointment of
& commisgion of inquiry inte lunacy ques-
tions, which the Premier has promised be-
cange of the resolution ecarried at the
primary producers’ conference,

The Premier: I say it is not so.

Hon, T. WALEER: I know the Premier
snxs that.

Hon. P. Cellier: The Colonial Secretary
says it is not necessary.

That was over

The Colonial Seeretary: And T say so -~

now,

Hon. P. Collier: But the Premier says it
is. You had better get out, This is ne¢
place for you.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I agree with the
Minister that it is not necessary at present.
Give the board a ehance. Tt is pure waste
of money.

The Colonial Sceretary: Absolutely!

Hon. P, Collier: But that is not the ques-
tion,
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Hon. T. WALKER: This appears ou
Monday, August 22nd, which is not long
ago. The Minister in his letter says:

The Beoard is doing good work. The
work is most unpleasant. I hope the
conference will agree that a Royal Com-
mission is nnpneeessary.

Mr. Pickering: I hope so too.

Hon. T, WALKER: That is on Monday.

Hon. P. Collicr: That is from the Min-
ister controlling the Department.

Hon, 1. WALKER: The Minister in
charge of the Department, who tells us now
that he is giving all his attention to 3, I
helieve him. Then he goes on to say:

I would not ecarc if such motions were

justifiable but they are not.

The Colonial Seeretary: Neither are they.

Hon. T. WALKER: Has the Premier
done an unjustifinble thing?

Hon. P. Collier: That is- what he says.

Hon. . WALKER: Has the Premier pro-
posed to deal with the Minister’s Depart-
ment in an wnjustifiable manner?

The Premier: No!

Hon, T. WALKER: He s.iys it is
justifiable.

The Premier: He says the conference
ought not to deal with it,

not

Hon. P. Collier: He says an inquiry is
wnjustifiable.
Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister says n

commission is unnecessary.

The Premier: The motion is unnecessary.

Hon. T. WALKER: We want the truth
and only the truth, 7

*The Premier: Let us have it.

Hon. T. WALKER: The truth is that the
Minister says that the commission is un-
necessary.”

The Colonial Secretary: T say it is net
justifiable because it is unnecessary.

Hon. T. WALKER: Now le has contra-
dicted the Premier. It is unjustifiable be-
cause it is unnecessary. It is both un-
justifinble and unnecessary. These are the
Minister’'s own words now and yet he has
done it. In to-night’s paper the following
report appeara: 3

The Calonial Seeretary (Mr. F. T,

Broun) stated this morning that he in-

tended to give effect to the Government’s

decision to appoint a Royal Commission
to inguire into the question of the care
of the insane as soon as possible.

Hon. P. Collier: Unnecccssary and un-
justifiable!

Houn. T. WALKER: "Is it constitutional
for & man thus over-ridden in the respon-
sible.office he holds to stay in the Ministry® -

The Colonial Secretary: When yon were
in the Cabinet, and the majority of Min-
isters disagreed with you, did you get out?

Hon. T. WALKER: Where I had dis-
agreements 1 handed in my resignation
until something was done to carry out my
views. I was never placed in the position
of the Colonial Secretary, however, and no
other Minister of the Labour Government
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was ever placed in such an invidious posi-
tion as that in which he finds himself.

Hon. P. Cellier : Instruetions from an
outside body.

Hon, T. WALKER: There never was a
case of a Labour Minister shirking his
responsibility, or expressing positive views
of the necessity or otherwise of a particular
pelicy, and having to eat humble pie by
accepting the dictation of his colleagues.

[(The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr, Teesdale: You ought to sympathise
with “him.

Hon, T. WALKER: Under constitutional
Government if o Minister cannot carry out
the management of his department he gets
out of it. It is the unwritten law that a
Minister who cannot be left a free hand
and his independence in the control of the
department, for which be assumes responsi-
bility, leaves his colleaguks and hands in
his resignation, more particularly when
that position is foreed upon him by out-
siders, ‘ ] .

The Premicr: He protested against it.

Hon. T. WALKER: He declared it to he
unneeessary and unjustifiable, but Cabioet
carried it in spite of him, and twe days
after he says, ‘I am willing to carry out
the decision of the Government.’’ What is
proposed to be done by the commission?
Are we again to whittle away the rights of
the people by bringing over here somecone
to whitewash the institutiont

Hon, P. Collier: The Minister wants the
head of a department in another State to
hold an inguiry concerning the head of a
dgpartment in this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Give the committee
a chanec.

The Premier: I thought you objected to
the commission.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do object to the
commission at present,

Hon. T. WALKER: We understaud that
when the journalists approached the Pre-
mier on the subject they drew attention to
what was required in the commission. The
first paragraph of their preposal was—

The adequacy or otherwise of our lunaey
laws to engure that no person shall be cer-
tified as lunatic, and confined as suwch, un-
less his mental condition is such as to
absolutely justify to an open court or
other jurisdietion as the Commissioners
may consider desirable, certification and
confirement,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will the Premier
give ug the names of the members of the
deputation? We should like to know who
they are.

Hon. P. Collier: More sceret deputations!

Hon. T. WALKER: The article con-
tinues—

2.—The adequacy or otherwise of our
lunacy laws to enable a patient respect-
ing whose mental condition reasounable
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donbt may exist to secure inquiry inte his
or her case.
3.—The whole effect of our lunacy laws,
and whether the provisions of them are
such that the objects for which they are
iramed are reasonably achieved, namely—
(a) The confinement of persens whose
mental disability would render them, if
at liberty, a danger to others or to

themeelves;

(b) the proper curative treatment of
linatics;

{¢} the humane carc of incurable
lunaties;

(d) the efficient admiunistration of the
estates of lunatics controlled by the

Master-in-Lunacy.
4—The discharge, on probation, to the
benefit of the finances of the State and
the happiness of the lunatie, of harmless
lunaties whose friends or relatives “hre
willing to aceept responsibility for them,
5.—The extent, if any, to which the
administration of our Hospitals for the
Tnsane, as distiaguished from possible de-
fects in the lunacy laws, is responsible for
grievances, if any, under which lunaties,
or persons confined as such, may suffer, or
may have suffered.
6,—Whether the degree of eulpability
in respect to administration, if any such
error or culpability should be proven, is
such as to warrant changes in the per-
sonnel of the administration. Royal
Commissioner or Commissioners to report
recommending reforms  which may he
necessary,
Those are the deputation’s sugyestions to the
Premier regarding the scope of the Royal
Commision. But what is desired now by the
Government? Simply to invite over here the
head of the Lunacy Department of New
South’ Wales, simply to bring over a bhrother
superintendent, so te speak. Tt is like bring-
ing one deetor to report upon ancther, as
ocenrred in the Mable ecase; bringing onc
doetor to whitewash another. That was also
done in the casc of the Fducation Depart-
ment: one man, from New South Wales,
comes here to report upon another mun who
hus preeisely similar respounsibilities. Natur-
ally, onc man is not going to disclose the
weaknesses of the other. ‘T'he two men stanid
by each other. And that is what will hap-
pen in the eage of this proposed Royal Com-
misgion, if the Government varry out their
expressed intention: the Royal Commission
will represent metrely & worthless expenditure
ot public money, I admit that a Royal Com-
mission is necessary, absolutely neccessary to
go back even behind, if T may so express it,
the select eommittee which did soeh good
work, work that has already had many hene-
ficent results. There arve certain matters to
clear up in connection with that institution
at Claremont that require fearlessness and
independence to tackle them: otherwise no
good ean be achieved. We do not want an-
other auch Commission as that in the An-
dinach case. which proved to be neither more
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nor less than a white-washing Commission.
That case, and others which I can mention—
I shall have them ready at the proper time—
want probing down to their very foundations.
We cannot accomplish that by inviting a
brother, so to speak, to come over and white-
wash the superintendent here. Such a course
would be simply wasting the momey of the
State and deluding the public.

Mr. Teesdale: The New South Wales
szperintendent would not be the whole show;
he would be only one man on the Commis-
sion.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
must know what can be done when such a
Commissioner is appointed, in this instance
a Commissioner with the highest reputation
as an alienist. Whatever he says will be ac-
cepted, and the hon. member himself will
take it with open mouth. On that aspect of
the matter I am reminded of the Edueation
Commission. Mr. Board was only one man
on that Commission, but the position he held

- was such as to entitle his opinion to more
than respect, to deference, on the part of his
brother Commissioners. And so it will be
in the case of this proposed Commission.

On these questions affecting the health
of the community, I say the present
Government and the preceding Adminis-
tration have been lacking; they have
had no zeal whatever as regards the
treatment of the wunfortunate in our
midst. They have taken things as a matter

of course, and allowed them simply to drift.
We did have, established by a Labour Gov-
ernment, 2 home for inebriates. What has
become of that institution?  The present
Government have allowed it to be closed;
and so we have the terrible spectacle of old
women being sent for the hundred-and-
twentieth time to Fremantle gaol for
drunkenness. No treatment for them .
no attempt to cure them. The institation
established for that purpose is gone.
There are skeletons in the enpboard of that
asylum at Claremont; but on the part of the
Governmant there is no care, no trouble, no
worty about that faet, Things just go on,
T doubt not for ene moment that the Colonial
Secretary is dring his best, bul I have always
said that his best in dealing with sueh a
gigantic problem is ineffective. The hon.
gentleman has not the qualifications that are
necegsary for the control of one of the most
vitally important departments of the whole
State. MNothing ean be more serious.

The Colonial Seerctary: Strange to say, )

most of these things happened before I took
the department over.

Hon. T. WALKER: So they may have
done, but the hon. gertleman is living in a
period when thines are moving forward., He
cannot deny that the Labour Government
adid their utmost to create innovations in the
Lunacy Department and in every other de-
partment—especially innovations tending to-
wards the betterment of the lot of the men-
taily defieient and the unfortunate.
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The Premier:
proving.

Hon. T. WALKER: No; the present Gov-
ernment have gone back,

The Premier: Prove it!

Hon. T. WALKER: Let the Premier not be
foolish. What Is being done?

The Premier: Very much better than in
your time,

Hon. T. WALKER: No; things are not
being done better than in our time. In fact,
nothing has been done better since our time,
The home for inebriates has been closed. Is
that better?

The Colenial Secretary: C]oscd why? Be-
cause we had only one woman in it for six
monthe,

Hon, T. WALKER: If that institution had
been properly and sympathetically cared for,
every drunkard in the State would have been
sent there.

The Colonial Secretary:
drunkards te send there,

Hon T. WALKER: There have been
drunkards all the' time, but the magisterial
benches have not been instrueted to send
them there. The cases of inebriates have
been dealt with as ordinary police ecourt
cases. If drunkards are to be confirmed in
their weakncess, it is only necessary to de-
moralise them by leaving them to the rough
handling of unsympathetic police, leaving
them to be dragged into the police courts
and humiliated before a garish crowd, and
then to be sent to Fremantle, to wear out
their lives in the cold cells there.

The Colonial Hecretary: They are well
looked after there.

Hon. T. WALKER: Well locked after,
and herded with eriminaly! Such treatment
for a woman who carnot resist intoxieation,
who is afflicted with the disease of drunken-
ness from head to foot, who is obsessed with
a lust incomparable with any other lust
afflicting humanity! She is well looked after
when she is consigned to a cold eell at Fre-
mantle, where she hears the elanking of the
locks and the jarring of the iron gate, where
she sinks inte the slumbers of her own de-
spair! That is the Colonial Secretary’s idea
of ‘¢well looked after.’’

The Premier: 1 would not take you as a
judge of that, anyhow.

Hon, T. WALKER: I do not want the
Premier to take me as a judge. 1 have eried
ont, and the hon. gentleman and others have

And we have gone on im-

There were no

-tricd to take the fire, as it were, from my

altar, if I may be vain enough to put it in
that way. They have pretended that they
are doing the thing, that they are institut-
ing reform. We passed legisiation, upon the
promise that it should be carried out, creat-
ing a reformatory for prisoners. Govern-
ments have come and gone since then. Tt
has been my lot to ask the Judges of this
State to send unforunate men to that re-
formatory. The Judges have asked me,
‘‘Where i3 this reformatory?’’ Yet that re-
formatory is embedded in our eriminal law,
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stands upon our Statute-hook! Tt should be
possible for our Judges to send to that re-

formatory wmen whom they believe to he
capable of reform. Where is that reforma-
tory?

The Premier: Where did you establish it?

Hon. P. Collier: We¢ were not in office
then. .

The Premier: Yes, you were,

Hon. T. WALKER: No. That legislation
was passed at the instanee of Mr. Robinson,
then member for Canning and Attorney Gen-
eral,

The I'remier: I apologise.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 foretold that that
legislation wonld prove a faree. A reference
to ‘“‘Hansard’'! will show that I disclaimed
respensibility at the time.

Mr. Pickering: Unfortunately, that- Attor-
ney General had not the money to establish
the reformatory.

Hon. T. WALKER: What is the use of
trying to get applause and ecredit for,at-
tempting to do a thing when one knows that
one cannot do that thing, has no chance what-
ever of doing it? If it was not possible to
do all that that measure soggested, still, a
little might have been done. MHowever, no-
thing has been done—nothing. T say fear-
lessly—I would risk my life vpon the faet—
that there are men in Fremantle gaol to-day
as innoecent of the offences for which they
have been convicted as T am. Yet therc they
are, left there to be degraded for all time!
What is eared, what is felt, on that seore?
L brought up one of those cases here in fhe
last Parliament; I may have again to refer
te it. These things show - cthat the present
Government have no heart for the down-
fallen, the weak. Society as it exists is pro-
dueing these weak creatures, In  our
homes are born ehildren mentally and morally
imperfect. Not one iota of care is taken of
them. They are left to go through life as
best they may, to fall, as ultimately they
anust, into these places of crucl inearceration.
Then the Government say they are doing the
right thing! There is need for reform, not
only in the lunatie asylum, but in our prisons
and in our schools. Tf any hon. member
vared to go out to Mt. Lawley some day and
see the apology for a eourt which has been es-
tablished, and the dwellings for the children
of the State, he would be astonished. The State
becones father and mother to these ehildren,
Just look at the Government’s idea of being
father and mother to unhappy neglected
children without parents, or who in any case
cannot get eare apnd attention for their
physical, mental, and moral welfare. The
Government say they are going one better!
It is a disgrace to the community. Seunsible
people coming here and observing what is
being «me under grandiloquent names and
phrases, would be shocked at our childish-
ness, our stupidity, our want of eommon-
sense. Nothing is done. Yet what can there
be more important than this phase of gov-
crnment? Go into the outback districts
and see what is being done for the people
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there, how they are left to do the best they
can. Want of money is the ery. Yet there
is plenty of money for white-washing com-
missions, although none with which to build
a decent home for the ncgleeted children of
the State. 1 want to draw the whole world’s
attention to that faet, that we are negligent,
lacking in sympathy, lacking in heart. What
do Governments exist for! Merely the col-
lecting of taxes and the spending of them?
Ts that the sole purpose of government? Is
it mot rather to protect the weak, eure the
sick, oplift the fallen and keep the strong
and  powerfully agressive in check? Buv
in this respect there is no constitutional gov-
ernment on that side of the House, We
hear a lot of the abolition of party. Why,
the party that supports this apatheétic Gov-
ernment consists of no fewer than four par-
ties all in together! Let us ecease all this
rot, and put our heads and hearts to work to
help amr fellow men, to relieve some of the
sufferings and sorrows that exist under our
eyes, to proteet that liberty which should
bo dearest to uws all, from those who woukl -
plunge us into an asylom for a whim or a
fear, or a fallacy, from those who have
taken peaple away from their friends and the
tociety they moved in, and lodged them,
where they have no veice, cannot be heard;
and if they speak after that, the world is
cautioned not to believe them because they
have been in a2 lunatie asylum, and so are
not to be trosted any more. I[f the Govern-
ment  attended to the moral and physieal
welfare of our eitizens there would be no
need to talk of produection. That instinet
to work which is decp-seated in the human
family would assert itself. Idleness would
he an impossibility.  Everlasting expendi-
ture of cnergy must take plaee, given due
happiness as the result of its exercise. Al-
ready we create more than we wnced, and
still go on ereating; but let va have the con-
ditions in which this work ecan be carried
on healthfully, honourably, and werthily, se
that we de not break hearts whilst we are
doing it and dig graves in our cemeteries for
those who fall prematurely by the way. That
is the work of Government, and I say that
in this respeet the present Government are
signally deficient, and canuwot proffer one
promise of hope that they will reform or
improve,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—DMurray-Wellington) [6.7]: In
the whole course of my 25 years conncetion
with public life in this State T have never,
heard so many congratulations showered
from all parts of the Homse as during this
debate. It puts me in mind of the days
of my youth when, before one set to work
to knock the other fellow about, one always
shool hands with him. 8o I conclude that
the congratulations we have had are but pre-
paratory to the more serious interchanges
which the session will bring about. 1, too,
tender a welcome to the member for West
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Perth {Mrs, Cowan) with whom I have had
a friendly acquaintance for many years, 1
hope that her advent will enable certain’
matters, about which T feel very strongly,
to be placed before hon, members by a mem-
ber of that sex which we all respect. The
lady has been referred to as the mother of
the House, while another member has been
lubbed the baby of the House. As to who
is the father and who the daddy, rests be-
tween the Speaker and me. The Speaker has
had the longest vountinuous eareet that can
be boasted in the House, while mine ja clore
up to his, although there has been a break
in mine. 8o, as he may be regarded as the
father, who will put the baby right,
with ignified advice, T as the daddy
will use the slipper when the mother
is away. We have just come back from
facing our constituents, fromr a atrife
which in my opinion was more bitter than
ever before. Later on I will refer to some
opirodes of the clections. But just now T
want to emphasise strongly my belief that
the rolls weve the worst T have ever seen.
‘We are supposed to have compulsory regis-
tration, vet we have rotten rolls. In one
part of my electorate, where there shounld be
300 persons entitled to vote, we polled 95
per cent. of the votes and yet we got but a
little over 100, Within the last few weeks
T have received an amended roll. The elee-
tions arc over, and the names that should
tave been on the rolls before the elections
fiave now been put on. In my electorate a
man and his wife who have been living in
the same house for the past 25 years were
taken off theroll.  They have now been put on
the supplementary roll. I have my suspieions,
which ¥ will vent very freely if T ean get
suflicient proof of what has been going on.
We have heard of the stuffing of rolls, but
I think there has been going on something
furthier than the stuffing of rolls. There have
heen pecnliar taeties by the non-supporters
of members who have been opposed by a cer-
tain combination.

Mr. Simons: What combination?

The MINISTER FOE WORKS: If the
hon. member will allow me to proceed, he
will not have to ask me many questions; for
by the time I bave finished, T will have given
him all-the information whieh even his jour-
nalistic experience will enable him to digest.
| propose to deal with a few extracts from
speeches made by members during this de-
bute, I will .deal with them as copiously as
T ean, in the endeavour to explain that the
information which has been given to some
hon. members was uureliable. If I give them
reliable information, probably it will pre-
vent them from making further mistakes.
Referenee has heen made, and no doubt fur-
ther reference will be wmade, to the forestry
trouble. T do not intend to say very much
about it, but T well remember the debate
which took place.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is on the Notice
Faper a motion relative to the subject. I

339

hope the Minister will not anticipate that
motion.

The MINISTFR FOR WORKS: No, I
will merely give my personal view of what
took place a few sessions ago. I well remem-
her the explanation given by the then Attor-
ney General of the amendment to the clause.
T remember the debate that tock place. My
understanding of it was that since, during
the period of the war, business had been in-
terfered with, notwithstanding which the
general cxpenses had to be maintained to a
Iarge extent and that with no hope of any
profit, it was considercd fair by the Govern-
ment and was endorsed by Parliament that
some congideration should be given to them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Minister’s speech
does not tally with the elauge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
consideration was an extension of the period
of such leases and permits as they held; with
the one condition that they should have paid
during the period it was going on all their
ducs and rates, so that they eould come under
the new conditions which were to be imposed,

Sitting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.30 po.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
tea I was dealing with what has become
known as the forest trouble and T was ex-
plaining to the Ilouse that as far as my
memory serves me, and so far as the reeords
T have dealt with refresh my memory, the
question which was placed before the Cham-
ber by the then Attorney General (Mr. Rob-
inson) was that, during the war, all business
concerns like all persons had suffered, and
sceing that these timber mills had met their
dues and taxes and had gencrally tried to
carry on, in their own interests, of course, as
well as in the interests of the State, it was
anly fair if the State could do it without
loss to itself, that some sort of consideration
should be given to them. It was decided that
they ghould be given such consideration ag the
Governmeht might feel came within the four
corners of the clause itself. As I understand
the question when it wag deeided by the
Goverament on the information which was
placed before us—and T am told it is accur-
ate—the action of the Government has been
to ecarry out the intention of the measure,
and to allow these people sueh extension of
time, under far improved conditions of pay-
ment to the Government, than before. If
this has been donec, I contend that the Gov-
crnment have carried out their obligations in
an honest and straightforward way. It is
true that the Conservator of Foresta does not
see eye to eye with the Government, bBut the
power is placed in the hands of the Govern-
ment for them to decide, and surely no matter
how high the official might be, if the Govern-
ment have the power, the Government should
certainly have some say in what should be
done. I do not mind saying that the view
I put forward is this: If during the continu-
ance of the war it werc shown that the
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trade bad fallen down very considerably
owing to the war, as compared with what it
was previons to the war, and if we allowed
what would have been the natural inerease of
business as time went on, the amount by
which they fell short of trade could be easily
ascertained. That was my idea and the views
of the Government were distinet. T think
that membhers and people in the country who
know me in connection with timber matters
will realise I am speaking what I belicve to
be true when T say that the view of the
Government was that the Act shoull be car-
ried out, and that these people should be
considered fairly and justly with reference to
this particular matter. Surely that would
be only giving effect to the apirit which ani-
mated the Governmenis of all the States and
the policy of the Comrionwealth Government
duying the terrible period through which we
passed from 1914 onwards. In every contract
made by a Government Auring that time,
there was a provision that if owing to inter-
ference with the markets, interference in con-
neetion with labour troubles and so forth
attributable to the war, the contractor was
adversely affected, he shounld be able te get
somc allowance from the State or the Com-
monwealth.  When members caonsider the
position, they will realise that it would he
only fair and just that a prineiple of that
sort should be observed. ‘When the debate
comes on I shall listen with quite an open
mind to all the arguments that might be
brought forward, and 1 shall endeavour so
far as lies in my power, to give a fair and
just statement in connection with it. While
dealing with this I wish to direct attention
to some remarks which were made by the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) during
the dchate on this question. The hon. mem-
ber said— !
They had only to throw their minds back
to the time when they had the most eminent
lewal authority in the State as a member of
the Chamber. They had the benefit of his
advice with gquestionable results. On this
partjcnlar clause he was satisfied the House
was misled.
I eannot say anything as to what wag in the
minds of other members of this Chamhber at
the time, bt I have been connected with the
timber industrv of Australin sinee 1885 in
Tasmania, in Vietoria, and in this State, and
T assure the Hotise that no misleading tock
place so far as I was concerned.
have qnrite eclearly in mind what was put

beforc us and T  helieve the Govern-
ment have ecarried out the intention of
the House when the clause was passed.

One hon, member interjected, ‘*His clients
came bhefore the interests of the House.’’
Mr, Robinson i3 not here to defend himself,
and it is only just to say as a former col-
league of his for some years, that whatever
may have been his shortcomings, if he had
any in other matters, on this point he did
not mislead me. Whether my knowledee of
the trade enabled me te grasp the position

- tainly a cruel one.
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more clearly than those not accustomed to
the timber trade, I eannot say.

Mr. Johnston: You had a great advantage
there.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Anyhow
i do not think he misled the House.

The Minister for Mines: And his firm are
not advising either,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I o not

know much about Millara’ legal ad-
visers. I have no reason to Dbe grate-
ful to them, bhecause what was per-

haps one of the most disappointing epi-
sodes in my life in comneetion with the rail-
wuys was bronght about by the accusations
and what is cailed under-the-lap work of a
former manager of that company, but I do
say that whatever was done in that connce-
tion, Millars' have done for this State good
service, because they have caused our timber
to be carried into quarters of the world
where otherwise it would not have gone, and
they have found big industrial employment
in this State, and their men, as the member
for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) knows, do not
apeak badly of them. So far as Mr. Robin-
gon’s firm may lave been connceted with
Millars', T believe they had to do with the
arbitration business of that industry; in fact
I know they had because I was advoeate in
the Arbitration Court at omne time and the
firm of Haynes, Robinson and Cox were ad-
vising them. T do not think it is jnstifiable
to make remarks of that kind, which remarks
in my ovninion have very little foundation,
I noticed that another gentleman, when deal-
ing with this matter, quite inadvertently I
am satisfied, made , remarks which, in his
quiet moments, he would not have uttered.
Mr. Lane-Poole is Conservator of Forests,
and he is a gentleman whose qualifications
for that office need no longer be questioned.
He is acknowledged to be a gentleman whose
training has Leen good; he has devoted his
whole soul and energies to his work; he is
an enthusiast and so far as I have found him
#n honourable man. Yet, during the Pre-
mier's speech, a remark was made by the
member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson),
e TUnfortunately our State TForestry Depart-
ment is in the combine.’’ That was a very
cruel thing to say. ’

AMr, A. Thomson:
mills.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member said that unfortunately our State
Forestry Department was in the ecombine.
Tf he turna to *‘Hansard,’’ page 143, he will
find it reported in that way, and whatever
the hon. gentlecman’s intention way have
been the remark as I have quoted it is cer-
The remark carries its
own refutation because, if the State For-
estry Department were in the combine, where
would there be this bother over the extension
of the permits by the Government?

Mr. A. Thomson: I meant the State Saw-
mills.

I meant the State Saw-
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I take
the hon. member’s word, but ¢“Hansard''
records it a3 1 have mentioned. As a man
who endeavours to hold the seales of justice
fairly between all parties, [ am mercly striv-
inr to detend a eivil servant who has neo
opportunity to defend himself,

AMr. Johnston: Then why not take his ad-
vice?

Hon. W. (., Angwin:
visable to do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nu deubl
the Heuse will be a little iuterested in the
matter of the working of the Traffic Act,
AMembers were very good to me when the
Bill was hefore va. T received the assistance
of all sides of the House, assistance which
[ valued aml appreciated very mueh. I
learn that His Worship the Mayor of Pe-th
and his ecouncillors are going to sue me, as
Minister for Works, beeauwse 1, so far as T
know, have carried out the intention of the
Act, and have acted fairly towards that most
august corporation. What ave the facts? Ae-
cordinr to the Act the distribution of the fees
subjeet to the deduction of the eost of col-

Tt is not always ad-

lection, ete, rests with the Minister for
Works, and the Minister has determined,
by concus, witheut fear of contradie-
tion, that the trafic emanating from

the district of Perth equals 45 per cent.
of all the main roads traffie throughout the
metropolitan arca. Holding this  view it
was only fair that the city, which was en-
joving the benefit of those voads, should,
from its trafic fees, contribute towards the
vpkeep of those roads, Convequently, after
the collection of the fees, T took that into
consideration when T was fixing the amount
to be paid to the city of Perth T have not
yet been served with a writ and I am work-
ing to some extent in the dark, though I
think I am pretty close to the point. The
city of Perth authorities objeet that I have
taken into consideration also the undisputed
fact that, unless the police of this State had
taken over the point duty and control of
traffic in Perth, our streets wonld have been
eongested and traffic would have been impos-
sible. We know perfectly well that until the
police did take this work in hand, the efforts
of the traffic inspeetors of the city of Perth
were simply exerted in the direction of en-
deavouring to get prosecutions of people who
in some way or other had infringed the regu-
lations. The enforeing of the Traffic Act
has been placed in the hands of the Commis-
sioner of Police, and T have told the Com-

_misgioner that T hold him responsible. that

traffic shall be able to proeced without let
or hindranee, that there shall be no danger
to the people who are walking about, and
that everything shall proceed properly. Is

it fair or unfair that the city of Perth it-*

self, which had failed in its plain duty of
controlling its traffie, should pay some of the
extra cost thug incurred? Would it be a fair
thing that the other local authorities in the
metropolitan area surrounding Perth should
béar the share of cost which more properly

JGovernment should be
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applied to the city itself? Is it a fair thing
that the taxation collected from all parts
of the Htate should be used for the purpose
of keeping order in the city of Perth when
order should be maintained by the council
itself? I am threatened by His Worship the
Mayor .

My, Teesdale: You will get over it.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Yes, 1
will certainly get over it. ls it fair that
this sort of threat should be made, that the
fued Decause  their
representative, in the person of the Minister
for Works, who has boen placed in that posi-
tion by the House and, becavse he has the
mind and conrage to do it, carries out his
duties? 1 ealled together the loeal authorities
of the metropolitan area, There are 22
different tocal authorities. An impudent at-
tempt was made to pack the meeting. Al-
though ouly 44 people were asked to attend
the eeting 53 persons were seated. There
were about 20 people standing in the room,
and 30 others or more out on the verandah. I
would net stand any nousense of that sort. I
am not built that way. 1 do not stand any
nonsense from anyene, neither, as a rule, do I
gel it, Consequently, I eleared my room. The
wember for North-FEast Fremantle (Hon. W,
C. Angwin) was there, and he knows, When-
ever that hon. member meets the member for
Murray-Wellington upon the platform, for the
gencral good of the people, we have uno
differences  whatever, There has been a
considerable amount of Press work, all in-
spired, and rotten stuff, against the Minister
for Works., He is held up as being an auto-
crat, and God knews what else in conneetion
with the matter, There was laid at hiz door
the full responsibility for everything, When
the mayor of Perth impudenily began his
speeeh by saying that as a maun he had the
nost affcctionate regard for Mr. George, but
that as Minister for Works he had no time
for him, I told him that we were men there,
that T had invited men to attend the meet-
ing, that I was a man and not a child from
a day school, and that if he would confine
himself to the subject matter of the meeting
we would get through more readily. The
whole position as regards the main roads in
the metropolitan area was set ount by me to
the meeting. When a vote was taken 35 per-
sons voted for the motion and seven voted
against it. Amongst the seven was the mayor
of Perth and his eoadjutors.

Hon. P. Collier: Hig offsiders..

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
voie had beenm taken the mayor of Perth
shook his fist at the meeting—it was not
much of a fist to be afraid of—and said,
‘*You have handed yourselves and your chil-
dren over to the bondage of this man.’’ The
culmiuation of it all is that I am to be suved.
We will see how we get on.

Mr. Teesdale: It ia a wonder you are
alive.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: There is a
far more important matter to which I desire
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to refer, more important even than the pecul-
iar hallueinations and actions of His Worship
the Mayor of Perth. There has been some
trouble in connection with the taxi drivers
in the carrying out of the Traffic Act, which
involvea a good many innovations, and which
was handed to me to administer, and which
I am administering as ‘far as I possibly can
with duo regard to the intentions of the
Act.  Certain misundersiandings have ac-
curred, but there is nothing which cannot be
put right in time if people exercise a little
patience.
peared a letter written by the chairman of
the Taxi Motor Association. He had sent
this letter to the Premier. It is astonishing
what a lot of people there are in Western
Australia who, when they cannot get on with
the Minister for Works—mild emough man-
nered though the Minister for Works is—writs
to the Premier, or threaten to do so. Tt is a
strange thing that yesterday morning I had
communicated with the Commissioner of
Polico npon these very matters about which
these people are crying out. My letter was
written and signed before I left the office
Yosterday., We pride ourselves upon being
a democratic people. The whole trouble
arose because the taxi motor car owners are
obliged to carry a different kind of label
from that carried upon other motor cars,
and they do not want it. T can hardly credit

the statement, but they say that in this
State there , are people 80  snobbish
that they do not like to be seen
by  their  friends or  acquaintances

riding in a hired motor car. That is really
the genesis of the whole trouble with the
taxi pgople, They desire, if they ean, to
aveid any distinetion between cars on the
ranks awd those which come from the gar-
ages. They elaim that if any distinction is
made they would be the sufferers. If a per-
son owed me money and I saw him riding in
a car, when T could not afford to keep one
myself, and he did not pay what he owed me,

he would soon receive a letter from my
solieitor.

Mr. JJohnston: Why not put all on the one
footing?

The MIXNISTER FOR WORKS: They
accuse me of not replying to their letter.
Tpfortunntely T was ill for a few weeks. The
letter from these people was reeeived a couple
of days before T returncd to my office. I
would have replied to the letter, but for the
faet that the member for Perth {(Mr, Mann)
valled upon me and stated the case for these
people with an cloquence that T have rarely
seen equalled and with & persistency that
docs him eredit-—T bope it will be recognised
by his constituents—and after our discussion
T &id wot think it necessary to send an an-
swer. Trouble has arisen in connection with
motor lorries. The speed of motor lorrics
was cut down to ¢ight miles an hour, becaunse
we found that we could not keep our roads
in good condition if motor lorries carrying
from five to eight tons were allowed to ex-
coed a speed of eight miles an hour. The

In this moming’s paper there ap- -

[ASSENBLY.)

owners of the motor lorries said they could
not go at that speed and do their work
cconomically. It was unfortunate for the
deputation concerned that one of its mem-
bers said, “‘I bought my lorries because they
are guaranteed to travel at 15 miles an houwr,
and nnless they can <o that they arc of ne
wse to me.” I replied, ‘“When your driver
was brought up before the court last week
on a traffic prosecution, someone from your
place swore that itwas absolutely impossible
to take a motor lorry at a greater speed than
eight miles an hour.”’ That gentleman was,
therefore, silenced. The member for Leeder-
ville (Capt.Carter) and the member for Nel-
son {Mr. J. H. Smith) had something to say
with regard to the Minister for Worka and
main roads. I would not have inflicted upon
the House my own rvemarks upon this ques-
tion but that 1 desire to let these members
know in what respect they have been misled.
The member for Nelson said that at the last
rond board conference one of the Ministers—
he evidently -meant me—had said he would
bring down a Bill for the nationalisation of
roads, that the Government would then take
control, and that this would mean that they
would have taxation without representation.
The member for Leederville made a some-
what gimilar statement. He said the mea-
sure provided for a board of three, two en-
gineers and o skilled administrator under the
contrel of a Minister of the Crown. 1 think
my views are well known to the various road
hoards. That is not the idea I had. The idea
is that the road boards should do their own
work within their own borders, but that a
Ggvernment engineer should be present to give
them levels and mark out the reads, and gen-
erally advise them. Tu the event of any em-
ergency arising in any part of a big distriet,
the iden is that it should be in the power of
the Government engincer to say to the par-
ticular road board, ‘‘T want your men be-
cause this is a case of emergency, and these
men will be patd out of the funds provided
for the work.”’ There is no attempt fo take
awny any of the duties which helong to the
road board. I think when this idea is put
into practiee the road boards will continve to
be pretty good supporters of mine. Of the
trafiie fees I bave distributed amongst 20
loeal anthorities a sum of £14,946 43, 4d.

Ninetern of these local avthorities are spend-

ing the money from the traflic fees, in main-
tenance.  The only local authority which has
put the arant into its ordimary funds is the
City of Perth, and now it intends to sue me
for more money. The member for Leeder-
ville also had a good deal to say in connec-
tion with water supply and sowerage, and T
was interested in reading his remarks. I
should like to assure him that the CGovern-

‘ment are carrying out a policy 6f cautious

and judicions investigation before embark-
ing on ar expenditure of one and a half to
two million pounds, which might easily Dbe,
come a finsco. FExperts were hrongsht over
from Vietoria, and rendered us good serviee
and gave us goed advice, They required cor-
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tain investigations to be made. Upen receipt
of the report and recommendations, parties
were sent out to make the necessary investi-
gations, and we are proceeding as rapidly as
prossible.  Hon, members may ask what we
are going to do for the ensuing summer. We
have put down a bore at Osborne Park. We
thought we should have to go from 1,200
to 1,300 feet in depth before striking a suﬂi
uent flow of water., At 650 fect, however,
we struck a supply of one and 3 ha.lf nulhon
gallons of water a day, of a quality, purity
and temperature that would cause any hon,
wember who drank it to think that it may
have come from some creek in the hills, When
I found that we had spent considerably less
money than we had anticipated, we decided
to put down another bore. We did so and
struck water of similar quality at between
600 and 700 feet. From these two bores we
shall draw three million gallons of first
clags potable, cool and pure water to
serve daily to the people of Perth
during the ensuing summer, 1 still have
a little money Jeft, and we are now en-
gaged in putting down a third bore.
We are also erccting a better service reser-
voir at Mt. Hawthorn to accommodate the
sorplus water, and I  believe we shall
be able to supply to the City of Perth
all the water the people can reasonably ex-
pect to have during the coming summer. We
cannot tell people how much water they can
use and no Government should be able to
allow people to turn their taps on and let the
water to run indiscriminately during the sum-
mer months, whether it be in Perth, Leeder-
ville, Claremont or anywhere else. The hon.
niember also referred to the question of
sewerage and 1 have some details which 1
will reasd to him in connecticn with Sublaco
and that part of the sewerage districts. This
shows the following details—

The sewerage scheme and drainage
scheme is estimated to cost £184,000,
of which approximately £12500 has
been spent om pipes and land re-
sumption whieh are available for the
work, leaving £1715u0 to be found
for the scheme, The sewerage scheme, even
dedueting the cost of storm water drain-
ape, wonld cost £127 500, and the annual
revenue that we cean expect to raise from
that expenditure is £5,119, leaving a de-
ficieney between the income and the money
to be found for imterest and sinking fund
amounting to £7,000 per year.

_And that is not all, because the house connec-

tions in Subiaco would cost about £240,000.7
Let the hon. member consider the matter for
a few moments nnd ask himself how £240,000
is to he provided by the residents of Subiaco
in order to get their houses connccted with
the sewerage system, 1t may be said that the
Giovernment in the past provided the money
and the residents were able to pay the amount
back by instalments over a period of six
vears. That is-quite correet, but will he say
that rthe Government of to-day with the finan-
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cial embarrassments confronting them, could
face without trepidation a capital expendi-
ture of £184,000 and the probability of being
called upon to find another quarter of a
million for the purposes of house connections.
I sympathise with the hon. member and

others im the trouhle they have re-
garding this matter, but in times of
distress we must do with our publie

concerns as we do in our private lives.
If we cannot afford ‘things, we must do
without them, and de with only those things
which we ean afford. Then there is the ques-
tion of the drainage of Shenton Park, Joli-
mont, and other places. I will not go into a
lengthy cxplanation regarding the necessity
for drainage, I have had the engineers at
work on this matter. Some time ago I asked
them to go into the question and give me a
report together with estimates of the money
required to adequately drain the meatropoli-
tan area from Midland Junetion to Fremantle,
The water is rising all through the metropoli-
tan area and will contihue rising more and
more every year. The Jolimont swamp has
risen some nine inches during this winter

and the water in Shenton Park has
visen te the same extent. The money
required to deal with the atorm water

drainage problem is in the neighbourhood
of one and a quarter milliens. I am
telling members this so that they may
kunow what is the position. I do not want to
mislead the House; there are the faets, and
members can consider them. for themsgelves.
Reference was made by one hon, member to
the price charged for water. Whether that
hon, gentleman was misreported or not, or
whether he was misinformed in conncetion
with the goldfields water supply scheme, T do
not know but his words in ‘‘Hansard’’ were
as follows:—-
Our farmers have been paying 2s. 6d.
per hundred gallons for water.
I do not know who they were paying that
amount to, but I have a list of the whole of
the places to which water is supplied from the
goldfields water supply scheme. T find that
the rate per acre ig 2d. with a holding fee of
£5, Owing to the energy and pergistence of
the Leader of the Country Party (Mr. Harri-
sun), they are allowed to take the £5 fee
cut in water, and the price they are charged
fiom Baker's Hill to West Northam ig 2s,
per thousand gallons and the rest pay 2s. 6d.
T do not think anyone could reasonably and
decently objeet to the rates.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: T object to them. Yon

__should not have reduced the rates when it .

was a non-payable propesition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T want to
point out to these members who are sitting on
the cross benches, and T want te appeal par-
ticularly to the members of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Party or Country Party, whatever
they call themselves,

Mr. Pickering: FPrimary Producers’ Party
will do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It does
not-matter what they eall themselves so long
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as they answer the whistle when I eall, and
T will have something to say later on this
evening. Governments of this State, whether
they be Liberal, National or representative of
any parties, who have been in power during
the past few years, have been actuated with
one view and have followed one policy with
reference to water supplies in the wheat
areas. Hon. members know, and none better
than those who come from the goidfields, that
the water supply in the outback areas is a
matter of great importanee in permitting peo-
ple to live there in deceney, The Govern-
ment have put down in the wheat area 369
tanks and 447 wells. The capital cost of
those works was £401,000, That is a fairly
large amount which was not begrudged at all,
for the Government recognised the necessity
of seeuring settlement in those areas. Surely
to goodness, Mr. Speaker, it is not an unfair
thing for the Government to consider that,
after the expenditure of so mueh money—the
respongibility for which has to be aceepted by
the whole of the people of the State—and
providing these convenicenees for the people
in those arcas from which they derive bene-
fits, some care would be exercised in the use
of those wells and tanks, and that they would
not he allowed to fall into a state of dis-
repair and thus be rendered valueless. Yet,
what do we find? W find that the great
bulk of these tanks and wells are left without
any care at all, nor.is any responsibility ae-
cepted so far as their maintenanee is eon-
cerned. In regard to the tanks, whieh were
fenced round se as te keep the rabbits out,
the fences have heen destroyed by people who
have wsed the tanks simply heeausc they did
not want to go to the trouble of pumping
the water into the troughs.

Hon. P, Collicr: They were too lazy,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: More than
that; not only were the fenees broken down
and cattle allowed into the dams, but in
seme eases the troughs were carried away.

Hon. P. Collier: What do the Country
Party sav to an indietment like that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T say em-
phatically that this sort of thine cannot go
or any lonrer, T have circulariscd the road
hoariis two or three times in connection with
this matter, Tn many instanves the hoards
have acknowledged that what T have said
is tle case, but apparently they ecannot do
anythine to assist in this matter. T want
to tell the hon. members who are represent-
inc eonstituencies in the wheat helt that, sa
for as T am coneerned, T will not put dewn
a sin7le well or a single tank until T have
a gratanter of a satisfactory nature from
peonle in the distriet that the conveniences
will he kept in a state of repair and he pro-
toeted,

Hon, P. Collier:
gnarantee,

Hor. W, (. Angwin:
ne:til the tanks are there.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: The
Leader of the Opposition savs that they will
not keep their gnarantee. Unless I am inter-

They will not keep the

They will keep it
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fered with—and T shall net be in this posi-
tion if [ am wululy interfered with—if I
get a guarantee from them, they will keep
it, I will see to that, beeause the guarantee
will e on their title to their lamd.

Hon. P. Collier: They will go tu Monger
about you,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some
will go further than to Monger if they go
where I send them. The Deputy Leader of
the Conntry Party made a long speech the
other night and [ must congratulate him
upen the immense amonnt of  ground he
covered.

The Minister for Mines:
traction engine.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He spoke
about the responsibility resting upon the
Government in conuecction with the eivil ser-
vice. In his words of wisdom, which carried
weight with me, he said—

Tt is the dnty of Jinisters to fell their
respongible officers that if they do not
give results, it is time that they went.

That is a beautiful way of putting it; it
is so nice aud beautiful that it might have
come, if not from myself, froin someone with
a great deal more control over language, It
has been said that we counld eompel the eivil
gervants to do things, Of course, yon can
tell them to do things, hut | ean tell the
Houge, and members can please themselves
whether they take any heed to what T say,
they can tell a eivil servant to do something,
but if he does not do it, what then?

My, A, Thomson: Sack him.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That hon,
member does not know this: he van do in
his private business what he eamot do in the
Government service. If J eould sack a man
the same as I could .in my private busi-
158
Member: You would not have anyone left.

The MINTSTER POR WORKS: Of conrse
I would, Men stick to me as T do to them
if they arc grood men. Tt is those who are
not men, to whom | am referring. The Aet
provides that before yon can dismiss a man,
you have to lay a charge against him, If
one cannot prove the charge, where will he
Le? Why should a Minister he placed
in the position of having to make a charge
acuingt an officer for the purpose of putting
him out of his pesition? T recently 1ot rid
of & gentleman of whom I had something to
say in the old Chamber ahout 23 vears apgo.

Hon. 1>, Collier: Yon stuck at him for a
long time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If I had
found him useful where T bad got him, he
would have stayed even had he leen my
worst enemy. The personal file of this par-
ticular  gentleman started about 30 years
ngo, and in the first two or three pages
there are included a couple of foolsenyp sheefs
showine where lis superior officer asked Sir
John Forrest to get rid of him, lLevause he
was no good te him.

Mr. Pickering: Still
Johnny Walker,

He was like a

going «trong, like
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
read a hit about university edueation lately
mmd  this gentleman was fine. Fventually,
this gentleman did a fine thing, for he in-
vented an additional hole in a piece of iron.
Regarding the remarks of the Deputy
Leader of the Country Tarty, 7 asked him
if he would tell the Government how he
would put responsible officers, who did not
give results, ont of the service, but he did
not tell me, I feel that when an hon. mem-
ber admonishes me in the way he did, I am
entitled to ask him to show how T can get
ont of the dQiffienlty. 'The hon. member
said—

From my knowledge of the Minister for
Works, if he had a man wnder him whao
wag not cfficient he would darn soon get
rid of him.

My, Pickering: Cannot we amend the Act!?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sa far
as the civil service is concerned—I am not
here to attack the civil servant; at least not
unfairly—the publiec servants are supposea
to be controlled by the Public Scrviee Com-
missioner.

Member: Supposed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. How arc
they controlled? Hon. members will find
that in effect there is no control sueh as we
would have ip private business. The Pub-
lic Service Commissioner makes a elassifica-
tion of the public service, He goes very care-
fully through the work of the departments
and adjusts the salaries of the civil servants
as his experience suggests fo hini is right.
Aund then we have the Appeal Board or
something of that sort, which is now going
through the whole business again. That is
an absolute waste of time. If the Appeal
Board is warranted, then the Public Service
Commissioner should step down from his
position to become a manager or foreman
over the public servants, We have only to
read the newspapers to see that the publie
servants, from the highest official to the low-
licst, have without exception been secking to
baost each ather up. Hon. members may talk
of discipline, but there is no discipline; and
if the Government brought dow. a measure
to institute discipline, I am afraid it would
not be passed by the House.

Mr. Pickering: Try it!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would

not be fitting in me to make any remarks

on an oceagion of this kind without show-
ing the House and the country, in my poor
way, that the defieat is at any rate giving
me some concerh, I know, we all know—it
has been saic here this evening and on pre-
vious evenings—that 1t does not matter very
much what Government may be in power,
that the situation is sueh that Ministers are
unable to wipe out the deficit in one go. Now,
a great song has been made about depart-
mental exceszes. On that subject some verv
unfair things have been said by certain
jeurnalists of this State. as to officers not
caring twopence-halfpenny what takes place,
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as to their goiug on spending moncy and
Ministers allowing them to do it. I have
exeesses in my department this year of abont
£15,000. T will tell the House what they
are direetly. One of the first cxeesses was
a matter that avose in connection with my
furniture vote, when I had not the money
to pay for £2,600 worth of furniture for
London requircinents.

Mr, Piekering: [For the Agent Ceneral?

The MINISTER FOH WORKS. When my
Estimates were made up, that nccessity was
nnknown to me, and no provision was made
for it. Then the Turniture had to be paid
out of my vote, and | had to get excess from
the. Treasury, Another item that we could
not possibly foresce eame on us, in connection
with the other Chamber. It was fortunate
indeed that someone noticed the condition of
the roof of that Chamber.

Mr, Lambert: Shockingly nnfortunate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From my
point of view, fortumate, The same thing
might happen in this Chamber, Hon. mem-
bers would not consider that fortorate. Hap-
pily, someone drew attention to fthe econdi-
tion of the roof of the other Chamber. As
soon 08 we knew ahout it, we sent an experi-
enced man to investigate., As far as he eould
see into the matter at the time, without strip-
ping the roof, he estimated thai a sim of
£130 would put it right. T am not an alarm-
ist, but T am going to tell hon. members
oxactly how the thing stool. When work wag
started, it was found, in the course of strip-
ping the roof, that the lower chord of the
truss girders which carried the roof, instead
of having a eamber on the top side, was 1014
inches eamber on the lower side, se that the
full pressure was on and against the walls.
Beyond that, some of the rafters haid broken
out: and, worse than that, on the wall plate
itself a number of rafters, owing to the pres-
sure of the tiles, hadl absolutely crashed the
ends to pieces, and were not to be relied upom
te do their work. Had that roof not heen
tackled before the winter. rains came the
whole affair wonld have come down. T am
satisfied that no one would have been
mere  sorry than wmy friends opposite
had loss of Ilife resmlted. T  want to
tell the House the c¢nuse of that condition
of affairs. When these builkdngs were de-
signed, they were designed for a roof of
corrugated iron.  Practical men and archi-
tects like the member for Sussex (Mr, Pieker-
ing) will know that the piteh of a roof for
iron is very different from the piteh- of a
roof intended for tiles. But one very im-
portant gentleman—who has now gone to
his-rest, and whom thercfore T do not wish
to name—had suflicient influence to cause
the iron to be done away with and tiles to
he put on a roof never desigred to earrv
them., How the roof mumazed to stand for
20 odd years is a puzzle indeed to men who
understand the subjeet.

Hon. P. Collier: -Have you had the roof
of this Chamber inspected?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I uuder-
stand the hon, member's anxiety, I am
assored that the roof of this Chamber is
perfectly safe. However, I will not rest
content with that; I shall have periodical
inspections wmade, being as little desirous
as any other member of this House to ter-
minfate my earecr throngh the falling of this
reof,

Mr. Davies: Thé hon. gentleman said the
estimated cost of repairing the roof was

. £130. What was the actnal cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Seven
hundred and fifty pounds. Tn connection with
the Eduacation Department we had to spend
£1,800 more on maintenance than was ever
thought of by that department’s officera until
the necessity for the repairs disclosed
itself. The work had to be done. When
I tell hon. members that my depart-
mental  estimates now before the Pre-
mier ask for more than £100,000 on
account of maintenance of public buildings,
they will recognise how far we have gone to
leeward during the years that are past, by
not keeping owr buildings up to the mark.

Mr, Lambert: We know they are going to
wrack and ruin,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let hon.
members listen again. The State taxation
Department require additional fu-niture. Not
a word had been said to us during the pre-
paration of our Estimates concerning this
need, £400. Tt would take too long to give
all the details, but my excess, of which there
has been so ‘much talk in the Press, silly,
feolish talk-

Hon. P, Collier: Hear, bear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: is all
accounted for; and not aecounted for by
excuses. Men of my sort do not make ex-
cuses, but deal with fa-ts,

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Let me
tell hon. members what has been the effect of
the rise in wages and the rise in the prices ot
commodities. In 1915 the cost of a building
of a certain type was £500. Tn 1920 the
lowest we could get a building of the same
tvpe done for was £870; in one instanee, we
were unable to get the work done for less
than £1,100. Let hon. members take these
points into their minds. During that period
wages had rigen 45 per cent., and adminis-
tration, whirh is to say salaries, had risen
13 per cent,—making a total inerease of 5%
per cent. under these two heads; that is,
in labour and supervision alone. The in-
ercase in the price of timber during the same
perind has heen 60 per cent.; joinery has
risen by 115 to 150 per cent.; coment and
paints, 200 per cent.; and galvanised irom,
close on 273 per cent. Let hon. members for
a moment consiler, let the people of Western
Australia fera moment consider, and ask
thrmselves how, in the face of facts like
these, which cannot be disputed, is it possible
for me to give to-day the same service for a
poundl sterling as was given for that coin
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eight or ten years ago? The older members
of the House will be aware that sinec 1
left the Railways, m 1908, T have observed
an almost complete silence with regard to
them, and have almost entirely refrained
from eriticism of the administration of the
department. I should not on this occasion
break that rule of mine if § Aid not think
that there is a call upon every man of special
expetience to place before the Honse and be-
fore those who consider these things any
points that may presont themaselves to him.
1 have ne wish fo infringe, e¢ven to the
slight>st extent, npon the grovnd of the
Minister for Railwayvs, but my knowledge
in at his service, On the 8th of the current
month the Commissioner of Railways .issucd
one of those comparative results statements
which were instituted in my time in the de-
partment, and which have been copied all
over the world.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
cpnvey in @ coneise form, to anyone who
carcs to study them, the whole finaneial his-
tory of the railways of this State. From
the return in question, I gather that last
year the revenue of the Railway Depart-
ment was £2,720,000, and the working ex-
penses £2422000, leaving a surplus of
£208,000. But the interest bill was £716,000.
Deducting from that interest bill the sarpius
of £208,000, there remained a deficiency of
£418,000. Now T want the House to under-
stand distinetly that T do not in any way
desire to make an attack upon the manage-
ment of the railways in any shape or form,
Those who are respongible for that depart-
ment have a terribly severe task before
them, and before T have finished my remarka
hon. members will T think recognise that a
question of this sort is not to be got over
hy blaming the management but that it must
he dealt with by our doing the utinost that
lies in us to help the management along.

Hon. P. Collier: [t is a pity vou do not
take over the railwavs,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here is
the peint T wish to put before hon. members.
Last vear onr railways carried 36,000 tons
less freight than during the previous vear.
But last year the people of the State paid
£212.000 more in freight. Lasi year there
were 700,000 fewer passeagers, ba they paid
£146,000 movre in fares. The miscellancons
seetion produced £39,000 more last year. So
that during that year there was a total of
extra payments taken from the pockets of
the peeple, for lesser service, of £428,000.
Adding that amount to the loss of £418,000,
we arrive at the econclusion that in respeet
of the Railway Dapartment the people of this
Rtate last vear rsufferel s total loss of
£246,000. That is not the Aeficit on the
railways, hut the total loss on the year’s
trading of our Railwavy Tepartment to the
people of this State, There iz another item
to which T desive to draw the attention of
hon. members.  The deficit on our railways
in 1917 was €213,000. 1In 1921 that defieit
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was £418,000. The deficit is cansed chiefly
by the advance in wages—a feature which
I do not attack. But the total deficit on
our railways for the last five years is
£1,681,218. Let bon, -members just take
those figures into their minds, and then
they will realise that the position is not one
eslling for destructive or disingenuous eriti-
cism, but for the best thought that we can
apply to it,  If’ hon. members will accept
that view, and if we all work together, some
solution of the difficulty will be discovered.
As regards trouble with the Railway De-
partment, Western Australia’s position is
wot singular, Hon. members will have seen
from the Press that the New South Wales
Government railways lost £600,000 last year,
The South African Government railways also
lest £600,000, and have an accummuiated de-
fieit of three millions. I speak with some
knowledge of the South African railways,
thanks to the faet that in 1906 Ir was the
only Railways Commissioner in Australia
who was applied to by the South African
Government for an opinion on their scheme
of reorpanisation. T furnished an opinion,
aud received a vote of thanks for it. I may
say that I got a very graceful letter of
thanks from the Governor of the Colony;
and when, more recently, a decoration waa
bestowed upon me by His Majesty the King,
the letter conveying it to me was signed by
the same gentleman who had, not so many
years before, expressed the gratitude of the
South African Government. As regards the
Vietorian railways, T do not know the exact
figures "for their last year; but from a speech
delivered on the 8th of this month by the
Victorian Premier, Mr. Lawson, the loss on
those railways for last year was between
£400,000 and £600,000, While I was ill T
received n letter from a friend of mine in
the Argentine, and it appears that the same
unfortunate story is going on there. The
Canadian railways have been losing large
sums of money. I want hon. members, and
the eountry too, to realise that this wave of
misfortune which is sweeping over our rail-
way syatem and our State is common to every
conntry in the world at the present time. It
iv of no use lying down and squealing. We
have to do our hest to see it through, I be-
lieve it has been fonud in South Africa that
the raising of freights and fares has dimin-
ished receipts, and that the volume of trade
also has diminished. What is toking place
in Western Australia is this: people who
in the past have ridden first class are now
_riding second class.
in going throvgh the country., Members of
my own family have suggested to me that
they should do this and that, but having re-
gard, not only to wmy position as a Minister
brt also. as a member of the community, T
have nrged them wot to go to extremes, While
the cutting down of the railway services may
be to some extent justified, yvet my experi-
ence, not only of the West Australian rail-
ways but of the railways of other countries
with which T had to do before coming here,

I have seen it mygelf. .States.
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tells me that if you want traffic you have to
make it, and that if you can get your trains
filled it is better to take half the fares and
run the trains full. It would be better to do
as I did when T was Commissioner and carry
the people from Kalgoorlie te Alhany for
£2 10s. on excursion trains.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not have a word
with the Minister for Railways?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: T am
not speaking of the Minister in this respeet,
but T feel that any special knowledge I may
have should be frankly communicated. ‘The
Commissioner of Railways is of opinion that
the course he has followed is the right ome.
Yor that he must take the responsibility.
If T werec Commissioner again my poliey
would be in accordanee with the teach-
ings of my experience, which are that
if you want 4raffic yon must ecreate it,
and you e¢an only create it by making
the fares and freights so attractive that
people cannot stay at home. I come now
to the question of trading econcerns, upon
which I propose to speak out very straight.
The misrepresentations which have been pub-
lighed in the principal newspaper of the State
can only be accounted for on one theory:
that the newspaper ig between the devil and
the deep sea, On the one hand it has its
advertisers, and those advertisers are prin-
cipally men whe would rejoice in seeing the
trading concerns scrapped to-morrow, They
have the power to shape the poliey of the
paper, because if it does not aceord with
their views they can take away their adver-
tisements. On the other hand, the newspaper
must have regard for that combination known
as the Trades Hall.

Mr. MeCallum: Then we are the deep
sca?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Deep

enough, in all conscience. We know that on
one occasion during the last few years the
members of the union which has to do with
the printing of the paper refused to print it.
I say without hesitation that if the manage-
ment of that newspaper had refused to pub-
lish the letter which the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MceCallum) sent along the
other day, thosc unionists would have made
the paper publish it.  Alternatively there
would have been no newspaper next dajy.
The member for South Fremantle bad hbeen
abroad, and on his return it was by some-
body thought advisable that he should ex-
piess his views in regard te the deliberations
of the Labour econferemee in the Eastern
_Of course the. editor. of the news:
paper, who knows everything except himself,
gtarted to ecriticise the member for South
Fremantle and interpolate words and mean-

“ings whieh the hon. member did not think

existed.
Hon. P, Collier: An old practice of his.
The MINISTER FOR WOEKS: The
wewber for South Fremantle does not hesi-
tate to say what he thinks. For o letter
which containg in concentrated form his utter
contempt of the eriticism directed at him, [
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have never seen one like it before. Never-
tlieless the newspaper published it. If it had

not done so there would have been no paper.
Everybody knows that my views are strongly
against the trading concerns. 1 say they
never shoulil have been established. I said
that years ago, when criticising the Scadidan
Government. My opinion is the same to-day,
but as Minister for Trading Concerns I am
in duty bound honestly and earnestly to pive
those concerns a fair chance. The people
opposed to those concerns, the Chamber of
Commeree and the merchants, want to see
them either scrapped or sold. 1 have com-
mitted to my trust trading concerns in which
over 4 million pounds have been invested. I
have not been able to give to them as much
time as their importance deserves, but never-
theless I have been able to bring them on to
a clear business-like footing., But this news-
paper to which I refer, carrying out the
policy laid down by those who support it,
has never missed an opportunity for misre-
presenting those trading concerns in which
a million ponnds of the State’s money is in-
volveil. Recently the Premier made a state-
ment about the business undertakings, show-
ing that they were responsible for a consid-
erable portion of the State's deficit. That
statement, when published in the newspaper
was headed, not ‘‘Business Undertakings’’
but ‘“Trading Concerns, Deficit.  No bigger
lic was ever wuttered by anybody.’”” I am
Minister for Trading Concerns, and a state-
ment that those trading concerns are respon-
sible for any portion of the deficit is a re-
flection upon my character, not merely as a
member of Parliament but as one with an
honourable earcer of over 50 years in connec-
tion with manufacturers and work, [ say
most earnestly that all this halderdash and
critieism is a virns whieh we require to put
onr foot vpon. Personally T should like to
see the genfleman who wrote those articles
hronght to the har of the House, as he should
have been ycars ago, and made to ecat the
humble pie which he got out of eating on that
carlier occasion.  Remarks have been made
in the Hovnse,and in another Chamber abont
the trading concerns. Tn my apinion the hasis
of those remarks has been the articles to
which T referred. T find that the president
of the Primary Producers’ Association is re-
ported to have said this—

Up to the present he had been unable to
seeure information whieh he regarded as
essential,  Tn that connection he wished
to recoril hizs personal appreciation of the
articles by ‘¢ Politicus ’'—

I do not know who '¢Politicus’? is, or what
sort of cuss he is. I asked about him once,
and T was told, ‘*Oh, take no notice of him,.
Ris English is rocky and his knowledge is
absent.”” The report continues—
which appeared in the ‘*West Anstralian?’’
reeently. He was sorry that the informa-
tion had not been avaiiable carlier. Those
who had read the artierles must have been
surprised.
Then he goes on to ask why we do not sell
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the trading conecerns, He wants us to get
ridd of them at any cost. A few years ago
I entered into uegotiations with a French
firm, who were backel by sufficient money
at the time, to sell to them the Staote Saw-
nills for £425,0000 which would have repaid
the State every peuny spent upon them, and
given £108,000 to.the good, while we should
still have maintained the sawmills working
in the State. But we could net sell them,
Why? Because we could not carry the pro-
position through the House. In confimation
of that statement, listen to what the presi-
dent of the Primary Prodocers’ Association,
who ig so much indebted to *‘Politiens,’* had
to say:—

In the past the association had sup-
ported the retention of the State Imple-
ment Works and the sawmills on the
grounds that they were essential fo prim-
ary produetion.

There are members in the House who would
not deny that the view held by that party
might be put this way: **We would not mind
the selling of the sawmills, but if we let the
beggar sell the sawmills, the next thing
would he that he would sell the State Im-
plement Works. '’ Then an old friend of
mine, Mr. Moran, had semething to say, as
fellows:—

Mr. Moran said he did not think any
halance sheet brought out under the diree-
tion of the present Minister for Works
would err on the side of liberality towards
such a question.

I am not here to err on the side of liberality
in connection with the trading concerms. [
have to deal with them on the plain business
facts of 12d. to every shilling and 12 inehes
to every foot, and T would have 1o more right
to err on the side of liberality than ou the
side of bias. 8o far as T know, the balance
sheets 1 am going te give the House are abso-
lutely fair and square. Tt would take too
long to go through sll these statements but
T could prove that there is a vhainlink
of purpose to- misrapresent the position of
these concerns to pave the way for their
disposal. They want us to get rid of them at
any price whatever. They have Buekley's
show so long as T hold the reins until the
Wtate can get a fair deal for them, and when
the State can get a fair deal then they may
po so far as [ am concerned, but not before.

My, MeCallum: T will put the Typo. Union
on to you,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: There has
been a great sing-song about the lack of
balance sheets.  This gentleman who signs
himself 'f Politicus ™’ states that he could not
et any information. What information he
has got is absolutely absurd. A seventh
standard schoolboy coulil not make mistakes
such as he has made. What are the facta? The
unaudited balance sheets of the four State
trading eoncerns that T have to deal with—
the implement works, the quarries, the brick-
works, and the sawmills—have been laid on
the Table of the House every year. The saw-
mills bzalance sheets arc shown in last year’s
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index, but the other three are mot. Tt is a
strange thing that when our papers came back
to the Works Department from this (Chamber,
these three missing balance sheets were re-
turned amengst our papers amd are in my
office to-day. Then it has been said, as
** Politicus'’ said, and as a member of an-
other place (Mr., Nicholson) said, that they
connet get any later information than the
batanee sheets for 1918-19. These critics
did not pursue their inquiries as they should
have done,

Ton. W. C. Angwin: Those balance sheets
were here last year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On the 7th
February of this year 2 copy of the report
of the Public Works Departnient was sent to
every member of the two Houses, and atten-
tion was directed to it, so that members eonlid
have the information before the report was

laid on the Table here: and it contained
cvcry balance sheet.  Somcone might ask
why this report was wot Iaid on the

Table last session. The answer is beeanse
the printer cowld not let us have them.
As soon as we got it—I think it was on
the 28th January—I gave instruetions for a
copy to be forwarded to each member. In
the Public Warks Department report on pages
42 to 48 are shown the balanee sheets for
these trading econcerns right up to date.
Naturally, when people criticise without being
sure of their grounds, tronble mnst ensve.

Hon. P. Collier: Monger said he could not
rot the information,

[Thé Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There are
a few faets in connection with the trading
concerns which I wish to plaece hefore the
House, A statement was made in a leading
article and ¢ Politicus' also made mention
about this thing and the other thing not
heing there. Let me tell the Hounse that for
the three vears ended 30th June, 1921, the
State Tmplement Works, Quarries and Briek-
works have paid in interest to the Treasury
£37,9635,

Hom, W, C. Angwin: That is equal to a
dividend in a company.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
have provided for depreciation £9,779; they
have provided for sinking fund £1,073, or 2
total for these three concerns in the three
vears of £13,717. In connection with the
sawimills T have the figures for the last four
years, They paid by way of interest £62 386
and  provided for Jdepreciation £63,576.
- There is mno other timber concern in
this State that has done so well. Sin¢e
the spwmills were started they have provided
for depreciation a total of £100,000, and
vet this eritic has the face to assert
and to mislead the people by saving that
no such provision was made. T am not tell-
ing faire tales; T am piving facts on whieh
T have to stand. Of the £100,000, a sum of
£04 088 4x, 1d. has been invested by the Trea-

[14]

 have to eontrol,
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sury and the acerned interest is £1,947, The
stock we lhave on hand at the sawmills, T am
assured by the manager—and I have no rea-
son whatever to question his word—has been
listed at cost price and a deduction has been
made with regard to stock whicl may not at
time of sale be in as good a condilion as it
is to-day. The brick works to 1019 had ae-
cumulated a loss of £6,700, The reason was
this: T am in charge of this eoncern and 1
have insisted that every cent of interest that
would have had te be paid if the money hail
been horrowed from a bank should be paid.
The consequentee was that this concern had its
profit and loss account loaded with a lump of
money, showeil us owing, bot which hacd not
previously becn shown. I believe in painting
cvervthing as Llack as T ean in this respect.
In 1920 and 1821, after paving interest,
sinking fund and depreciation, and all
debls, the brick works made a profit ot
£4,867, The debit against profit and loss,
mmstead of being £6,700, on the 20th June
of thiz year stooll at £1,833. We have
allowed in our balance sheet for deprecia-
tion £5,380 of which we paid out of our pro-
fits £4,062, which is in the Treasury to-day,
and provided in assets €1,818. The stovks of
bricks on hand, according to onr stock book,
were valued at £608 and when they are loaded
on to trucks they will be eharged at £800 tn
customers, so that we have heen extremely
fair in that respect. T would ask members
t think over the State Trading ('oncerns. Let
me give a few facts, even at the risk of be-
ing  wearisome. Our sawmill turnover
for the  year ended 30th Jume, 1921,
was over £600,000, Our output per
working day from our sawmills is 260
loads. We have seven mills and a con-
trolling interest over three others, We lLuve
vight locomotives employed in our work; 25
ntiles of main line; G miles of bush line; and
143 trucks, vans, ete. We carry all stores to
supply our men with food and have a turn-
over of £52,000 a1 year. We havo 210 horses
and 92 bullocks, and we pay in wages andd
snlaries £800 every working day in the year.
That is what the sawmills are doing. We em-
ploy & mauncer and other men to the number
of 1,029, XMembers shonbd keep those fizures
in mind and they will then have some idea
of what the men operating these works
The plant and working
capital ia £330,000. We paid £18,000 in
interest to the Treasury on the 30th June.
This was not a hook entry; the money was
paid.  We have 3454000 acres of land, anil
that is how our frade is done. To show
memberg that we have an eye to businesy,
Jast vear we mada £4,000 out of the sale of
drafts on our reeeipts in London, We
sell a great qnantity to Sonth Africa and
Tndia and knewing the exchange markets, as
the manager does and as I do,” we were able
to say to people in London whe wanted
money, ‘' We can lelp you,’’ and we made
4,000 sovereigny ont of that, Surely a big
concern like lhis is worthy of more respect
than the piffling, misleading eriticism to
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which T have referred. Let me show again
‘where the nigger in the wood pile is, e
have started a yard at Carlisle; we bought
it from the timber hewers’ people. When we
bought it the trade done was a little over
£2000 a wmonth. Now it is £4,500 a menth
and we have three fimes the number of em-
ployvees who are getting along very comfort-
ably indeed. Having that yvard, we are ob-
liged to deal in ironmongery and galvanised
iron. Will members believe that the firm that
supplies the biggest quantity of galvanised
iron in Australia, Lysaghts’ absolutely re-
fused to supply the State Sawmills? The
manager does not state the reason, but it is
quite plain. He said, ** Yon can get my iron
from Millars’, Whittakers’, and Bunnings’.”'
S0 we can; there is no guestion about that.
The ecommisgsion allowed for the sale of gal-
vanised iron to those pecople by Lysaghts’ is
£6 a ton, but if we buy iron to sell to our
customers they allow us only £2 or £2 10s. a
ton. Seeing that we are able to pay eash and
deal with the trade, we think we are as much
entitled to the £6 a ton as Millars’, Whit-
takers’, Bunnings’, or anyone else. Let me
go a step further. We have to do the busi-
ness and therefore we set to work to make
inquiries. I have not lost tomek with my
friends in the 0ld Country. Some of my
sehool fellows are in trade there and have
not forgotten old Billy Jimmy, as they used
to call me, We set to work to find out what
wa conld do with regard to iron. We found
we could buy equal quality and could
sell against Lysaghts’ iron. The man-
ager of one of the concerns fhat sells the
sluff haid the impudence to go to our yard
and tell us that we must not sell this to an-
other person whoe was competing with the
other timber people, I do not kpow what the
manager told him so I cannot repeat it. The
House knows what I would have teld him.
Tf there is any possibility of boycofting us, or
interfering with our purchase of this irom,
members can bet their bottom doMar that it
will be dene. '

Mr, Corboy:
own.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We can-
not do that, senny. Now take the State
Quarries, We have provided on the State
gnarries depreciation to the amount of
£1,581, of whieh we paid in cash out
of our profits £981, and we have aver £600
in asscts. The stock we have in hand has
been valued at £2,797, and when it goes out
from ws it will be charged for at £3,900,
We do not try to make profite. We erush
the stone because it is needed for the Public
Works Department. If there is any sarplus
we let other people have it at about cost.
This year we are going to mgke a profit. I
have given instruetions that our priee shall
he raised. T am not going o study anyone.
If T am going to be criticised like this, then,
by God, I will deserve it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Taat is not fair to
the Jocal authorities.

Start a mill and make onr
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The MI:ISTER FOR WORKS: I know
it is not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why shonld the
Press be the cauvse of their having to pay
more for stonel '

The Niinister for Jines: You will get
nothing from the [ocal authorities that they
do not make a profit jut of. They made a
profit of £40,000 last year upen our electrie
current?

Hor. W, C. Angwin: Where?

The Minister for Mines: Im the city of
Perth. T pet tired of these loea) authorities.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! The
Minister for Works is addressing the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Though
we have been eriticised so much in connec-
tion with the Primary Producers’ conference,
the same gentlemen, when they want stone
for their freezing works at Fremantle, have
not been diffident about coming forward and
asking that I should let them have stone so
that they may get their work through, even
if T have to rob other people. When I took
the State Tmplement Works in hand I had
a complete valuation made of the works, and
went over every bit of them myself in order
to endeavour to trace the assets, I have pre-
viously explained ail this to the House. As
I could not find £119,000 worth of assets, 1
put that amount into a suspense account.
If the works make a profit they will have to
pay the money back. It i3 no use over-
loading them with a sum of money for which
there is nothing to show., During the last
threa years, we have balanced our affairs
honestly, For the year 1919 the loss
wag £2,000, in 1921 they lost £1,500, and
for 1920 we made a profit of £2,343. The
net loss for the three years’ workings was
under £1,500. Those officers who Tave
worked loyally with me and done their best
in the handling of the work are certainly
deserving of a better appreciation of their
scrviees than that any attempt shonid be
made to show that they are cither falsifying
their stocks or are incompetent. Members will
find on the Table as clear a statement of ac-
counts as T think conld be presented. T
have got from my officers the three years’
workings puot together., Any hon. member
by spending an hovr or so may go throngh
the papers, and, if he should find any error
or anything that is wrong, he should let the
House know, 1t is not right to condemn any-
thing until a person has by his own investi-
gpations proved that he has foundation for
his eondemnation, The gentleman who has
displayed so much verbosity, and who has
written so much under the heading of
‘/Politicus,’” should remember that if a
man is to be considered as a man, if his
opinions are to be of any value, and if he
wishes to have the respeet of gther people,
he must at any rate see that the foundation
upon which he is working is free from bias
and inaccuracies. T do mnot know whether
the controlling spirit of the ¢!West Austra-
lian’? ever troubles to read the leaders ap-
pearing in the paper. If the controllers of
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that paper will turn to a leader appearing
in the issue of the 30th June last, tney will
find semething which will give them room
for serious thought. This is how the article
reads— :
It is doubtful whether there has ever
keen such & thing as Treasury control
since responsible Government was granted
to the State. . . The heads, in practice,
are allowed to riot furiowsly in spending,
contemptuous of the annual farce of par-
liamentary congideration of the Estimates,
and votes foi Departments. . . The talk
of cconomy is so much waste effort. . . .
Permanent heads are as mueh as, if not
more, responsible for extravapgance than
are political administrators. . When a
Department prepares its Estimates, and
these are aceepted, first hy the Government
and finally, with or without modifications,
by Parliament, it shounld be understooi
that the amounts voted on each item are
not to be cxceeded except under the pres-
sure of an extraordinary cmergency. The
Treasury should rule that when a vote is
expended no further money shall be made
available in respeet to the particular work
wntil Parliament has made a new author-
isation. The rule, necessarily, would have
its excepticns, but these should be so rare
as to exhibit the Treasury as a striet and
eareful guardian of the public eash. How
recklessly the sums voted by Parliament
are exceeded is apparent from the figures
of the publie accounts eof any year. To
illustrate the position the votes and the
actual expenditure of the administrative
departments for last year are given for
comparison in the following table:—

Voted Expended

by by

Department. Parlin- Depart-
' . ment.  ments.

£ F
Premier .. o 71,08F 94926
Lands and Repatria-

tion . .. 49,823 60,103

Preasurer 106,186 144,814
Edueation 380,485 414,330
Health 183,584 240,933
Agrienlture 57,201 68,410
Works T.- .. 115000 116,488
Mines, Forests, Police 212,232 241,017
Attorney General 67,377 71,760
Colonial Seeretary 223,194 250,259

1,475,366 1,703,040

I find that the writer of this article wa-
- conscionsly gave me credit for something [
did not deserve, namely that my ecxeess was
£1,488 out of £116,000. Wher I looked into
the figures T found that all this argument
had been supposed to have been built up
on the 1920-21 figures, whereas in actual fact
the - figures for the previous year had been
employed. If this gentleman who takes upon
himsaclf to reprove the Government, censure
Ministers, criticise and hurt the feelings of
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the loyal civil servants of the State, who are
doing  their best to help their Ministers,
offers sneh proof of the foundation of his
strictures as this, what reliance c¢an anyone
place vpon his articles whether written by
‘4 Politicns’’ or anyone else?

Mr. Munsie: He is not to be relied upon,
There i3 no question about that.

The MINISTER I'"OR WORKS. The arti-
cle goes on—

Instead of departments vying with each

other, as with a business and patriotie

self-respect they should, to see which will
have the greatest proportionate surplus of
its vote in hand at the end of the finaneial
year, they appear to be striving cach to ex-
ceed the others by its expenditurc in ex-
cess of the parlinmentary graot.
That is u wicked libel. 1t is a cruel state-
ment without any foundation. It is ineonsid-
erate, and can only spring from a mind either
diseased physically or overcome by drugs or
drink,

Mr. Munsie: He deserves every word of
it.
The MINISTER FQR WORES: We have
had several articles by ‘‘Politiens.’’ About
100 years ago there was issued a celebrated
publication by an unknown man, This man
was rendered famous for some sarcastie and
pungent criticism which he offered on matters
of general intercst at the time, Me wrote
under the name of ‘“Junius.’’ Hon. mem-
bers may recolleet that when taking a cer-
tain eourse at school these letters by *¢Jun-
ing’’ were held wp as models of perfeet Eng-

*lish and perfect logie, and as showing how

words can be pmnt together in an eloquent
and decent fashion. T eonclude that **Politi-
eus,’” upon whose shoulders the mantle of
““Junius’’ has not fallen, is endeavouring
to see if bhe cannot fill the vacant shroud.
He commences an article by stating that a
few years hack he wrote cerlain olher arti-
eles of importance dealing with the finances
of the Htute. Me hay written them again,
and has had them illustrated. There is one
in which I am shown, as Minister for Works,

as rather a good looking yvoung lady
wearing a wmop cap and engaged in
washing. If T had to wash ‘‘Politicus™

I would take care that I used plenty
of soap. I should only weary the House
if T went into all "the errors of the
figures given in these articles. There is one
instance, however, in which I think a crime
has been commifted against Western Austra-
lia. Tt is a matter upon which the chief
administrators of the country should take n
hand. The Premier of the State should in-
terest himself in the matter, seeing that,
whether intentionally or otherwise, the State
has been belittled and traduced in appar-
eutly a malicions manner, The writer after
talking about tramways, business under-
takings, etc., says—

These business asscts!—with £28,000,000
tied up in State business undertakings
alone, can we convince any shrewd finan-
ciers looking out for bargains that their
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value js £28,000,000, . . .. Let us prick
the bubble. . . . . . Business looking for

6 per cent. would suggest a figure between

10 and 11 million pounds for what cost us

£28,258,000,
The man who would pen that is a danger
to the State, and a traitor to the peaple
who are trying to lift the State out of its
troubles. With these remarks I will leave
the gentléman. Statements have been made
with regard to the question of audited
acconnts. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle pointed out what the Trading Con-
cerns Act says, [ agree with cvery word,
but I say it cannot be done.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We always said that
before, but yon would not listen.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps
we may have blamed members opposite
wrongfully. The balance sheet of the State
Tmplement Works to the 30th June, 1920,
was sent to the Audit Department on the
30th November of that year. We had it
returned on the 26th May, 1921. The bal-
ance sheet of the State Quarries was sent
to the Audit Department on the 28th Sep-
tember and returned on the Tth May. The
balanee sheet of the State Brickworks was
sent to the Audit Department on the 13th
Angust and returned on the 16th May; while
that of the State Sawmills was sent on the
15th October and returned on the 19th May;
How then was it possible to eomply with
the Act? Why éannot these people, who
talk so glibly of what shonld be done, but

who could not do it themselves if given the |

opportunity, wake inquiries beforehand?
They ean readily find out what they want to
know. Any member of Parliament can get
any information from' me that he desires,
but I am not going to let my office he made a
_touting or pimping ground for any journalist
who likes to stray there,

Mr. Munsie: Some of these fellows will
be sliding down the water pipe again if they
are not careful.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wish to
deal now with the Country Party. So faras1
understand, the wheat poaol, if it is not per-
feet, has been a step in the right direction
in the way of seeuring for those whe do the
work, at least a fair value for their pro-
duets. The same thing applies to the wool
poecl.  Solong as the pool is controlted by those
who can prevent injustice aud overcharges to
the people of the State, T am prepared to sup-
port it. I say again as I said last year, that
it the price of wheat in the State is
such that & man eannot get enough bread
with which to feed his family, not a bushel
of wheat should be allowed to go out of the
State until the people in it have been fed.
‘Whatever price may be obtained overseas for
produce, it hag to be remembered, as T have
te remember in connection with the produce
I am interested in, that the first duty of the
people of Western Australia and the Gov-
ernment of the State is to see that the
people within the borders of Western Auvs-
tralia are properly fed. Mr. Lawson, who is

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Premier of Victoria, is engaged in a fight
in his State regarding the wheat pool busi-
ness. I do net know sufficient about Vie-
torian polities to discuss that matter here,
but I wish to read portion of a speech which
that gentleman delivered in connection with
his ecleetion campaign. The member for
Perth {Mr. Mann) was courteous emough to
make the ecopy of the speech available to me,
and there are two extracts which I desire
to read to the House. I commend them to
the earcful condideration of every member who
is listening to mec to-night. With reference
to his opponents—they include the Lahour
Party and what is known as the Farniers’
Union Party—he said:—

Each of them is ready and willing to
sacrifice the interests of the whole people
to those of its section, and to barter its
suppert to that end, and cach of them
is nominating candidates who, if elected,
will not be representatives of the people,
but rigidly pledged and fettered delegates
of sectional interests.

T am not making any such charge against the
Producers’ Party in this State. It is neeces-
sary when the political free@om of the com-
munity is threatened, to battle against the
movement, and a man, who is proud of his
eountry and to whom politieal freedom is
mere than a parrot ery, will maintain that
battle and face whatever odda may be op-
posed to him. There is a proposal for a
fruit pool. I shall watch the miovement in
that direction with great interest. If the
dircetion of the pool is not in different
hands—the Westralian Farmers, Lid,, made
a holy mess of it a year ar two ago—I am
not very sanguine of success.

Mr. Pickering: They may have learnt by
esperience.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do unot
think so, but that is a matter of opinion.
The hon. member is entitled to his opinion
on that point. Let us go further with what
My, Laswson said.

AMr. Jobnston: He will get tuned wp.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That may
be so, bt he proceeded to say—

~ 'The I’armers’ TUnion Party proposed to

substitute n compulsory 1ol eontrolled by

the wheat growers themselves—for the com-
pulsory Government ool raises an issue of

a more dangerons character than that

raised by the compulsery pool favoured by

the Official Labour Party. The Govern-
ment pool is Soeialism. The F.UFP. pool
ia Syundiealism,
Let members think seriously in view of that
cxpression of opinion.

Mr. Munsie: They must be Bolsheviks over
there.

My, Pickering: And that is saying some-
thing.

The MTNISTER T"OR WORKS: The poli-
tieal position to-day demands full considera-
tion and determination from c¢vervone to
whom political freedom is of more than ordin-
ary concern and more than a parrot ery. To
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some of those who revelled like I did, and
I hope a good many other hon, members have
also revelled in  them, in the battles for
political freedom throughout the world, these
matters are more than simple transient things
of the moment. They deal with principles
and are not only of concern to people of to-
day, but to those who will smeceed us. What-
ever may be the reasons actuating members,
it is a matter for their own conscience,
but  we should take every care that
the political freedom we have enjoyed shall
descend to these who come after us. There
have been various charges of inconsistency
against members of the Country Party and
more or less convincing protests in
denial of those charges, but T am not con-
cerned with them. Every man is his own
judge. The Premier and I have always been
free men, and when the constitution of the
Primary Producers’ Association will permit
of Sir James Mitchell joining them as a free
man I will be willing to do so too, hut not
till them. T do not belicve that either the
Premier or myself is wanted in the ranks of
the Country Party.

The Minister for Mines:
T am, but T am there, .

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: Until
the Premier and T have an opportunity of
putting our views before these people, wo
will have to put up with all this silly non-
sense that we have heard.

Mr. Johnston: Why wait for the Premier?
Clome right along.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I re-
ferred at the commencement to the re-
cent election. I say that the conduet
of the Primary Producers’ Party who
were apposed to me in the Murray-Wellington
electorate  during the last eleetions, and
against Mr. Willmott in the Nelson elector-
ate and also against the latter gentleman in
the Legislative Council election, was auch as
to make onc feel a little bit sorry for the
country and the people in it. What were the
tactics they adopted in the Murray-Welling-
ton clectorate? First of all, to show to what
depths we nare descending, the initial step
taken was to send a representative of the
Wesatralian Farmers® throughout the district
to approach the residents and to preach
the gospel of co-operation. Later on
they sounght subscribers for the ¢fPrimary
Producer.’* They got people to subscribe
and at the bottom of the small eard—I have
not secn one myself, but T have been told
about it—there was printed the following

I do not think

sentence :—‘‘ We bind ourselves to adopt the-

politieal platform whjch is printed in this
paper. That refers to the pregramme
printed in their official organ, the ‘‘Primary
Producer.” Some friends of mine in my
clectorate asked the gentlemen if that meant
that, if T stood for election, they would have
to vote against me. They were told that that
was so and_ my friends said that if such were
the case, they would not subscribe.

Mr. Pickering: That is not true.
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The MINISTER FOR WO’RKS
ahsolute fact.

Mr. Willcock: Make him wnthllraw.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not at
all. A withdrawal like that would be a darn
sight worse than what he said. The next
thing the organisation did was to send down
their organiser.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
sealp.

Hon, P. Collier: Chasing vou with an axe.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Follow-
ing on that they sent down the member for
Katanming (Mr. A. Thomson). He went to
Harvey.

Hon, P. Collicr:
would de it. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
story goes that when he got there and found
what support they were likely to get in that
centre  and  heard the eandidate speak,
he made a non-committal speech and
would not do anything further. I am mnot
very strong on Biblical history, but members
will perhaps remember that passage dealing
with Elijah ascending to the skies in a
chariot of fire. When he was going up, his
disciple, Elisha, asked that Elijah’s mantle
might be cast upon him. My mantle has not
vet fallen upon the Elisha of Katanning.
Let me give hon. members another illustra-
tion. What chance would I have had with
the provincial coumeil of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association in my distriet? The
head man on that couneil is a resident of
Coolup who 30 years ago had a bit of trouble
over a block of land. If the hon. members
like to turn to ‘‘Hansard” of 1893 they will
find that the member for Murray brought
the matier before the Government and kept
on at them until ultimatel¥ the Government
of the day remedied the wrong and gave the
man who had been robbed another picce of
gronngd.

Hon. . Collier:
provineial couneil?

Tt is an

They were after your

He was the only one that

Was that mam on the

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: hat
chanee would T have had in sueh eireum-
staneces? The father of wmy political op-

ponent there, was a heavy weight who fought
me twice in the ring and got badly heaten.
Then the son who was a featherweight came
along like a Bantam eock intent on setiling
mce s a Dorking rooster. Rightly or wrongly,
My, Fairbridge thought that T was respon-
sible for the amount he desired in connec-
tion with the children he was bringing out
from England, being ent down. Trrespective
of whether that was right or not, he was
firmily éonivineed that T was respcn'uhle Then
there was anotber man named Hawter of
Balingup, who is an alien,

Mr., O’Loghlen: He is a decent man, at
any rate.
The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: He may

be, but 1 do not know if lLe is a French
Swiss, a German Swiss ar an Ttalian Swiss,
hut he is not an Australion and T have no
use for him. Then there was another man,
Wanshorongh, whe fell out with me becnuse



ot

{ would not let him and Hawter bamboozle
me out of fruit cases some years ago.

Mr. McCallum:  Are they all in your elec-
torate?

Mr, Johnston: XNo, and consequently they
had nothing te do with it.

_ The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
all in one family, wholly and solely.

Mr., McCallum: The South-West must be
a pretty bad place.

Mr. Pickering: They ave not here to de-
fend themselves, at any rate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Deputy Leader of the Country Party gave us
information as to what we should do.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He. issued a threat.

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: I want
to deal with another question, and I trust the
members of the Country Party will listen to
me earefully.

Hon. P. Collier: You want these Bul-
gavians of polities to listen to you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I claim
that T have done as far ag lies within my
power—I am not asking for praise—all I
possibly could to give every hon. member in-
formation and eourtesy when he has come to
me, because I have recognised in them, the
men who are eleeted to represent the eonstit-
uents in their several portions of the State.
So far as possible I have always given them
what advice I eould.

Mr. Johnston: You have always ziven us
n fair deal.

The MINIATER TOR WoORKE: Wao have
@& new process operating -in conneetion with
our affairs. I have a letter here which I will
read to members. I want, first, to refer lo
the Geraldton water supply scheme, I sup-
pose there i3 no water scheme in Western Aus-
tralia which has been so unfortunate as this
one, or, [ believe, so unfair to ratepaycrs.
They have been messed and fooled about for
vears and the legacy came to me to deal with.
1t is only a few months sinee we had meetings
at Geraldton to discuss the matter. The news-
papers were full of what was to be done.
The members of Parliament and everyone
else interested in the matter knew what
was to be done anid yet I received from the
head office of the Primary Producer’s Associa-
tion a letter requesting me to sct out for
their information what had been done in the
district. T am a busy man and T have many
men to deal with, but, knowing that the mem-
bers for the idistrict were fully seized of the
position, T was not inclined to let these peo-
ple, what T eall “*butt in.”" T replied saying
that the matter had been attended to. Here
is the letter I sent—

T have your letter of {he 4th inatant,
with which you enclose a copy of a letter
dated the 21st Februacy, and which T do
not recollert seeing previously. With ve-

They are

gard to the water supply for Geraldten, 1

have te say that this has been in hand for
some time, Active work is proceeding in
the direction of building a dam, and the
peopte of the Geraldton distriet are fully
aware of the efforts the Government have
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lreen making, T woulll like to say that we
have every desire to show courtesy to your
association, but it would be out of the ques-
tion for me to extend the number of chan-
nels throngh which information is sought.
It js recognised, as a ruie, that the men-
ber for the district is the one to whom
those in the district apply in regard to the
material needs which this department has
to look after, and 1 keep the member for
the distriet fully posted with regard to the
depattment 's operations. It is an innova-’
tion for such applications to be made as the
one yon put before me, and the calls upon
my time are so heavy that, as I have said
before, L do not wish te add 'to those calla
when, in my opinion, the distriet is being
supplicd with the information by the
elected member, Of course, you will under-
stand that in this department the Minister
does not recognise any political parties, He
is merely a trustee doing his hest, accord-
ing to his judgment, for the whole of the
people of the State.
I would have thohght that would be suffi-
eient; but no!
Mr. Lambert: No fear!
Mr, Munsie:. They would submit that to
My, Monger, and he would have something to
say about it

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: At a place
called North Kondinin Siding a water supply
is wanted. ‘The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Hickmott), whom we all respeet and like,
has been unceasing in his efforts to push this
matter forward, Senator De Largic has made
renresentations with ‘regard to the same
thing; the Kondinin branch of the Primary
Producers’ Associaticn also. Therefore, when
T got a letter signed ‘‘W. Suteliffe, general
secretary,”’ telling me that he understands
this, that, and the other, and wants me to
inquire and find out things, [ sent a reply as
follows—

The matter referred to in vour letter of
the 20th June, viz., the provision of a dam
at North Kondinin, is in the course of cor-
respordence with the Kondinin branch and
others. Mr. Hickmott, M.L.A., has had the
suhject before him for some time, and as T
infornteil you in my letter of the 6th April
last, it ia out of the question for this de-
partment to deal with matters of this sort
otherwise than through the member for the
distriet. You will readily see yourself the
amount of correspondence entailed would
easily get beyond bounds. T may state for
your information that the engineer in charge
of this work has a limited staff, and pre-
sent finances do not permit of any addi-
tion to it. Further, he hopes in the course
of a week or so to be dealing with some
15 or 16 similar cases and the Kondinin in-
quiry will naturally take its turn. T hope
vou will take my letter in good part, as 1
maost insist upon dealing with these matters
through the duly elected representative in
Parliament.

Mr, Johnston: Quite right, too.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While 1
was on my sick bed—I am not hlaming 3.
Monger for that—the following Jetter eame to
me, and I want hon. members to pay atten-
tion to it, and see whether they think it is
the sort of thing that any man who believes
in Parliamentary vontrol is going to put wp
with, no matter what the result or what the
cost to him may be—

Your letter of the 1st’instant to the gen-
eral seeretary of this association relative to
the provision of a dam at North Kondinin
has been brought under my notice. T find
that there lave been one or two similar
letters received from you in conpection with
other matters on which the general secre-
tary has addressed yeu. It would appear
that you are under some misapprehension
as to the position. My association repre-
sents some thousands of farmers, as well as
other producers. We have vpwards of two
hundred branches throughout the country,
which deal with all kinds of matters affect-

ing the weltare of their indusiry, and the’

public interest generally. In the ordinary
conduet of business, branches find it neees-
sary at times to place in the hands of the
gencral secretary various matters which re-
qoire to be dealt with by the head office
of the association, which has been created
for that purpese, and ever since the assn-
ciation has been in existence this method
has been followed. We have at all times
received courteous consideration at tho
hands of the various Ministerial beads of
Goverment departments, and other seetions
of the Publie Service, and it is somewhat
of a surprise to receive the eommunications
referred to.
The assoeiation had ecourtesy from me until
. they tried to go too far; then I stopped
them. Mr. Monger's letter eoncludes as
follows—and the sting is always in the
tail:—

I trust, on further reflection, you will
recognise that your aftitude is not a rea-
sonable one to adopt towards so represen-
tative a body as this association; especi-
ally in view of the faet that the infre-
quency of our communications to you in
no sense warrants the fear, expressed in
your letter, that by dealing with us ‘‘the
amount of correspondencé entailed would
easily get beyond bounds.’? I may, how-
ever, say in conclusion, that as our head
office is the duly constituted official mouth-
picee of a large and important section of
the eommunity, it will still be ineumbent
upon jt to address you as oceasion may

require, and I assume you do not Jdesire -

that in future we shonld be put to the

neeessity  of  submitting  owr  inquiries
through the medium of the Hon, the
Premier.

Members: Ah!

Mr. Corboy: Who signed that letter?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Mr, A [T,
Monger.

AMr. Willeock: The thunderbolt has fallen,

. one of them,

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: This
morning I received a precious letter from this
precious general secretary of this precious .
assoeiation, asking me about the putting in
of a small water supply for a small farmer
on the wheat belt. Well, £ am not there as
a plumber or a gas fitter, but as a Minister.
Hen. members will see that there is in this
eorrespondence a threat, a danger, to every
If the asseciation are allowed
to proceed in this way unchecked—they will
not be allowed se far as I am concerned-—
the next thing will be that at the following
clection, if they do not want onre of us—
and they are pretty eatholic in their ob-
jections, as the last general clection showed
—-they will only need to say, ‘*Oh, So-and-so!
We do not want him. He did not do any-
thing, We did the work.’’ The Common-
wealth departments adopt a rule by which,
if I address the Postmaster General about
any matter, I receive an acknowledgment
but have to wait for the reply, which is sent
from Melbourne through the medinm of the
Federai member of Parliament. I am taking
this stand to-day, for the protection of every
member of this House and of the other
Chamber as well, that I will not allow any
association to step in between me and my
fellow members of Parliament, who have
their rights and their privileges. '

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
he time enough for some outside association
to interfere when these gentlemen neglect
their duties. Further, it will be time enough
for that asseciation to which I have referred
to interfere with me, and to threaten me
with intimidation from the Premier, when
I turn cur and coward and am afraid to
face them,

Mr. Lambert: This is Tammany!

Hon. P. Collier: TYou know, of ecourse,
that the exccutive have been dealing with
you over that matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
but I think T have thé members of Parlia-
ment with me., I take this stand: let the
executive do their worst against me, but
neither they, nor the Trades Hail, nor any
other political association, shall, so long as
I have my strength, intervene between mem-
bers of Parliament and myself regarding
matters which are entrusted to me as a
Minister, as a trustee of this Btate. My
duty to members of Parliament is to sec
that their requests are promptly and court-
eously dealt with. I am not geoing to let
anyone get in under the lap by this pifling”
sort of threat of communicating with my
Premier. Why, Mr. Speaker, I feel that I
ought to apologise for polluting the atmo.
snhere of this Chamber by the reading of
such a letter, I have taken a good deal
longer than I expected, but I have dealt
with the subject fully. T have stated the
facts; here are the files; he who runs may
read, and my critics may do just as they
darned well please.
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Mr. SIMOXS (EBast Perth) [9.42]: A5 a
new member 1 have listened with a great
deal of interest to what the veterans of our
Darliamentary life have been uttering since
this session opened. According to what one
j:athers from the -remarks of the various
Government supporters, it is accepted as a
fixell prineiple that we are such a good, nire,
tame, meck set of memhbers that the whole
session 18 going to continue without any
criticism, withont any correction, and with-
out any attempt to keep the Government in
check. 1f that delusion is finding shape in
the hearts aml minds of those who are sup-
perting the Uovernment, they are going fto
come uwp against a very severe disillusion-
meut before many weeks have passed. [ am
bound to say that to-night I listened with
wazement to the revelations made by one of
the fathers of the House, the Minister for
Works, We Lave heard a good denl of the con-
trat of the Parlinmentary life of this State by
ontside bodies, but after reading ‘“Hansard "
for many sessions back [ doubt if any more
dammatory statement has ever issued from a
responsible  source regarding outside execu-
tive vontrol than that which has fallen this
evening irom the lips of the Jlinister for
Works, When we find a party machine sending
ita agents out through an electorate to hunt
down, as though he were a criminal, a man
who has grown grey in the service of his
country, as the Minister for Works has, and
when we hear documents read which (liselose
that, practically, a pistel is aimed at Dbis
head, and that he is threatened with having
the ypower of 200 branches arrayed against
him, we ask who nre these agrarian Prus-
sians, these agricultural Kaisers, that they
want to marshal the forces of 200 battalions
to bring a Minister to his knees? I do not
know of anything more amazing than the
statements made by the Minister to-night
A Jetter from the chief of this new organisa-
tion stateg thoat other Ministers have ex-
tended to it courteous comnsideration.

The Minister for Mines: ¥e did not say
that.
Mr. STMOXNS: That is what the letter

stated, as read by the Minister for Works,

The Minister for Alines: No; the lottor
does not say that. The letter says ““other
Administrations. '’

Mr. STMOXNS: “Courteous consideration ™
were the words; I took them down. The
writer micht have said, with equal correct-
ness, that the other Ministers had meekly
submittedd, had  responded to the threats,
had ¢ome to heel with the crack of the whip.
We have to dwell on this question of econ-
trol by ontside cxeentives, because every mem-
her on this side of the House had to fiaht
his ease en the hnstings, bad to meet the
charve that we were controlled by outside
bndies.

AMemher: Ro you are.

Ale. RIMOXNS: When T hear members on
the other side making these inane interjec-

_ esfs.
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tions, [ wonder whether they are correctly
called primary producers, whether they should
not rather be ealled Monger's magpies, birds
who ave periodically taken into the aviary to
be taught the tune which they are te pipe
for the next six months. After what we have
heard to-night I am ineclined to think that,
tnstead of their being termed primary pro-
dueersg, they could more correctly be spoken
of as primary seducers, members whese busi-
ness it is to sednee Ministers from their
legitimate duties—from the primary prinei-
ples of responsible government. [ Delieve
every member of the House is prepared
te give the Government all reasonable
support in the financial crisis through
which the State is  passing . It has
been refreshing to note in the speech of
practically every mcember who has spoken the
assurance that the Government will not be
harried on behalf of the various electorates
to meet anything but the mest vital inter-
I believe that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, in giving te the Premier an assurance
that financial disabilities would not be made
a matter for party contention, was speaking
for every member on this side of the Llouse.
We believe that finanee is a suhjeet which
at a time like this should not be used for
party advantage. Y hope that when the
wheel eof polities turns, and the present
Leader of the Opposition will be leading the
Government, the same conrtesy and considera-
tion will be extended by Ministers and the
primary producers when they come to sit on
this side of the Chamber.
Mr, Willeock: May it be soon.

Mr. BIMOXNS: Every student of the con-
dition of the State's finances must be im-
pressed with the rvelatienship of the railways .
to our deficit. Xo relief, no reform, no les-
seniug of the Lurden of finauee, car be
hro: ght abont until we adopt some policy
by which every aere of land adjoining exist-
ing railways shall be hrought into produe-
tivity. The Premier has said that a now
policy of railway eoxtension will he earried
out in some parts of the State. The policy of
the State should he, not for more miles of
ratlway, het for more traffic for the miles
already in evistener.  No Government ean
ever hiope to solve the finaneial diflienlties of
the Mtate wnless they are ricidly pledged to,
anl aet upon, u policy which will bring in
an unimproved land tax, or some other means
of hreaking un the big holdings fronting
the railways. T will stoutly oppoese the con-
struction of one: extra mile of railwayx until
we bave bronght into nse the lands already
servesl Ty railways. Tt has been compated
by an officer of the Agrieunltoral Department
that between Toodvay and Coeolvp, alons the
foot-hills of the Darling Range, is to De
foond 200,600 aeres of the finest vine-
prodneing land in any part of the world,
This amazing statement can he horne ont by
facts. TIn no other part of the worll is there
land lLearing sueh wonderful vine produets
as are to be found along the Tpper Swin, I
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have seen exhibits from that distriet placed
on view in Sydney in the presence of experts
from California, and I have heard those
experts coneede that in no part of California
can be produced raisins and currants of the
same degree of quality as those from the
Upper Swan., And what is being produced
there iy also heing produced as far sonth as
Coolup; and between those two points lies
200,000 aeres of soil of cqual value, much
of which to-day is held up by large holders.
Near the pretty Little hamlet of Pinjarra is a
block of 60,000 acres beld by vne vwnoer, Pin-
jarra, as we know, is hnilt on the banks of
a beautiful river and is surrounded by a most
fertile aren. Yet its population has mnot
increased during the past 30 or 40 years.
We must try to find some solution which
will throw that land into use, and thus wnake
of it a feeder bringing fresh traffic to the
railways, which to-day represent the deficit
under which we are stagpering. Take the
remarkable example of Toodyay. According
to official figures, there was under ecultiva-
tion in that district Jast yenr an arca
2,000 acres leas than that caltivated five
years ago. Does that represent true pro-
gress? Every member of the House is in
favour of a sane immigration policy. But
hand in hand with that policy there should
be a plan under which we con make those
lands available to would-be settlers from
abroad and also te our own people, in pref-
erence to sending families 160 miles to the
wheat belt where the rainfall is not nearly so
certain as in the distriets mearer to the coast
line. Something should be done by a prac-
tical (Government to throw open those big
arens alrcady held up before attempting to
buill any fresh lines of railway. It has
been represented that members on this side,
without qualifieation, are opposed to the
bringing of new people into Australia,
There i3 not a single thinker holding any
position of importance in the Labour Party
who would say that Australia, with 514 mil-
lions of people, is over-populated. There is
no mgn who eould say thaot Western Austra-
lia has suificient people. It is au unalterable
iaw of economivs that the more people we
bring in, collaterally with the development
of our primary and secondary industries, the
more work will there he to supply the needs
of those already settled here. 1 remember
that as a boy at Fremantle one of my first
impressions of a public meeting was gained
at a pgathering convened to protest against
South Australiang and Victorians ecoming
here.  The Btate, then with fewer than
160,000 people, was tegarded by that meet-
ing as heing over-ropulated. It was thought
that Western Australia eould not earry anore
than 100,000 people. Although that was 20
years ago, the same type of ohjectors still
exist in Weatern Auwstralia, We are not
going to say that this great State, which a
fow years age was importing pumpkins and
wheat and the crudest forms of agrienltural
produce, and which last year prodnced nine
million pounds worth from the soil, is in-
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capable of absorbing tens of thousands of
persons per annum, We believe that the
man who writes abroad to prevent people
from coming here is doing us all a wrong,
and that the man who goes abroad like a
cheap-jack, and paints the attractivemess of
Western Anstralia in too vivid colours, is also
doing us harm. We have to strike a happy
medium  and represent the conditions of
Western Australia truthfully. At the same
time we have to control immigration on such
lines as will prevent the dumping of indus-
trialists by the thousand into this country tu
reduee our social eonditions, The Labour
Party as n whole is in faveour of immigra-
tion, provided it is not used as an instru-
ment to lower the social conditions which
we have been able to build up; because the
higher we keep the social conditions of our
country, the more attractive will the State
appear to the man from abroad, T be-
lieve we are somewhat wrong in coufining
our immigration ideas to Britishers. After
all, a mixed population, so long as the mix-
ture be a right one, is a population which
Lirings stiffening, idea, new thought, and
variety, into a nation, gqualities which make
for greatness,

The Minister for Railways: And for trou-
ble.

e, SIMOXS: With a population of 513
millions we are going to have more trouble
in keeping out the Asiatic than if we could
inercase our white population to 10 millions.
When it comes to the final show-down, it does
not matter from what part of Europs a white
mwan has sprong, he is going to fight side by
side with the Britisher in keeping out the
Asiatie. T have necver yet seen a little
trouble in which a Britisher and an BEuro-
pean will not take the side of the white man
against the Asiatie,

Member: You never know.

Mr, SIMOXNS: I do, because I have seen
it; and what happens in regard to the in-
dividual gives an index of what will happen
in a big community, If we survey the his-
tory of Australia, we muast be surprised at
the contribution men from continental
Europe have made to this country. Pro-
vided that the immigrants bring families
with them, or are married couples with the
chanve of founding families here, we should
not be so narrow as to restrict our policy to
Britishers; because so long as they are white
we have security for the future. And since
we have in Australia 535 million people with
British instinets, we can safely bring in a
smail percentage of whites from other
parts of Europe. Some of ug have ad-
mired Canada, wherc they have to stall-
feed the cattle for mnearly six monihs
in the year, where the country is frozen
over for half the annual period and
where, notwithstanding, the population is in-
creaging by 200,000 or 300,000 per annum.
It is not done by restricting it to one nation-
ality. Tt is because Canada extends her arms
in weleome to every decent white man from
any part of Europe. We might well fake
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pattern Ly Canada and adopt a Droader view
of immigration.

The Minister fur Railways: Weuld you
give these Europeans financial assistance?

Mr. SIMOXS: No, I think it would he
wrong to assist them, but we ought to exer-
cise a greater spirit of toleration of white
men who do not speak our language upon
arrival. I would not assist them from State
funds, but I would make it known to decent
people in Europe that there are opportunities
for building up howmes in our couutry. We
have with ws the question of industrial un-
test. T was interested at hearing members
of the Primary Producers Party urging us
on this side to go out and induce the indus-
trialists to work for lower wages, saying
‘“Accept any kind of conditions, but for
Heaven's sake, give us peace.’’ I, for one,
am prepared to go out on that mission eon-
ditionally on an equal number of members
from the Primary Producers Party coming
along to urge farmers to reduce the price
of wheat for local consumption,

Mr, Latham: You are misstating facts.

Mr, SIMOXNS, T am doing nothing of the
kind. Why preach to us about asking our
people to work for a lower wage unless yom
arc prepared to advise your people to take a
lower price?

Mr. Latham: We set an example last year,
youn know,

Mr. SIMOXNS: It must have been a horri-
ble one, for I mnever heard of anyhody
following it. There are some people who
contend that the priee of bread does mnot
represent very mnch to a sommunity. Bread
in itself does not represent much, so far as
its relationship to prices is concerned, but
in every part of the eivilised globe the price
of bread furnishes an index to the cost of
the other eommodities of life, and so much is
said about bread because bread is the great
staple and basiz of our existenee, and it has
its reflex in every degree in everything needed
for human consumption. In a sporting spirit
I make an offer to go out in the country as
has been suggested if an equal mumber of
members from the other side will do the same
to briag about a reduction in prices.

The Minister for Mines: 1 think yon
weizhed it up well before yor made the offer.

Mr. Tambert: The Minister apparently
knows his friends well.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nothing doing.

Mr, 8IMOXNS: T was very pleased that the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MecCal-
Inm) was added to the list of members re-
tnrued at the last election. If members of
the Primary Producers! Party will only be
eandid, T think they will admit that he is
not suech a monster as they thought. T kvow
from a knowledpge of inside workings thai,
thongh he has been ealled a strike promoter
and a strike maker, for every strike in which
e has taken part, he has helped to prevent
at least five strikes, Tt is, therefore, good
to find members on the other side brought
into contact with the membBer for South Fre-
mantle in his capacity as a legislator. I take
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it that every member congurs in his remarks
with regard to the arbitration courts. We
have heard a great deal about direet action
on the part of labour and a desire to wipe
out the arbitration court. This may be the
wish of a section of labour, but we must not
he impatient. We have had criminal eourts
for nearly 2,000 years endeavouring to wipe
oul crime, but no one suggests sacking the
judges and burning down the courts because
crime  still exists in our midst. We did
not expeet the arbitration court to wipe out
all strikes and discontent in 20 or even 100
years, but we did expeet that arbitration
would prevent some strikes and lead to more
peaceable conditions. This it has done. Tt
would be as sensible to abolish the arbi-
tration eourt because a strike oecurred as to
burn down a hospital because there was an
outbreak of disease, Wisdom should guide us,
not in the direction of wiping out the arbi-
tration eourt, but by making some contribu-
tion from both sides of the Chamber to
vender the court more elastic, enable it to
give more prompt deeisions, and save the
long drawn out declays which have brought the
principle of arbitration into disfavour during
the last few years. In coming to the basic
principle in conneetion with strikes, this great
point is gencrally missed. If we geo hack to
the later stages of the war when iudustrial
unrest beeame so pronounced, we have to ask
onrselves what was the first kind of strike
brought on. During the first three years of
the war, there was hardly a strike of im-
portance in Australia, but finally the position
became unbearable, conditions became insuf-
ferable, not becanse the industrialists were
striking, but because there were strikes of an-
other kind. The landlords had struck against
the old rent figures; butter sellers had
strnek agniust selling butter at the old prion;
jam makers had struek against the old figre
for jam; shipping ecompanies had struck
against the old freights and fares. ‘These,
however, were not ealled@ strikes or direct
action; they were simply called trade ad-
justments.

Mr. MeCallum: There was ne arbitration,
either.

Mr. SIMONS: No, it was all direct action;
no seven days' natiee of intention to increase
freights or fares. There was no saying ‘‘May
we?'" Tt was done withont question.

The Minister for Mines: That is wrong.
This applies to the whole world, and we fixed
prices.

Mr. Munsie: The Prices Regulation Com-
mission eould not regulate freights,

Mr., SIMONS: That is what I am com-
plaining about. Outside influence has made
it impossible for the Government to bring
down the price of wheat to a proper figure.
The Government have been rapped over the
knnekles hy the Minister for Works to-night
because they did not do their job.

The Minister for Mines: T am not talking
about that.



[23 Aveusr, 1021.]

Mr, SIMOXNS: T am. We have fo aceept
this principle, that an industrialist whether
a tramway man, railway man, tumper or clerk,
has a commodity to sell, and that eommodity
is his or her labour. Tt is certainly not put
in a tin like jam, or wrapped up like butter,
or sold by the yard like calico, but for all
that it is a commodity. Each industrialist is
a merchant with something to sell, and that
something is the product of his brain or
his hands. When men selling that commodity
get together and say they want an increase
in the rate or an improvement in the condi-
tions of labour, it is called Qirect action or a
strike. But we have never heard of a strike
of butter sellers, or a strike of jam sellers, or
o strike of bakers or apything of that kind.
1n such eases they are not called strikes, but
commercial adjostments. When we go back
to the beginning of the disturbances which
brought abeut the strikes, we must not look
purely to the industrial sections of our social
life to find the cause. Something has been
said by different speakers about revolution
and about the industrial classes of Australia
hungering for revolution. T do not believe
there is one responsible leader of the Labour
Party in Avstralia to-day who is in favour
of revolution. T will admit that there are
some extremists of the type so vigorously
denounced by the Premier of Queensland the
other day who would, if they coull get the
power, take hold of the steering wheel of the
ship of Labour, but we have not yet got to
the stage when they are anywhere near the
wheel.

Mr. Teesdale: Theg Premier of Queensland
is coming off new; he supported them a few

years ago.

Mr. SIMONS: He never did anything
of the kind. That is an  uiter
inaccuracy. There has never been a time in

the history of Labour in Australia when any
Premier or leader has flirted or finessed with
the direct actionists.

Mr. Teesdale: I will give you an instance.

Mr, SIMONS: The hon. member will have
an opportunity later on, and I do not-mind
how loudly he voices it. There has never
heen a period when any respounsible leader of
Labour has endorsed direct action. We have
on the fringe of the social movement which
our party represcnts, a certain class of men
who are not Australian, who are imported
from abroad and who know nothing of our
conditions, of our sentiments, or of our as-
pirations, men without soul, patriotism or
country, who are represented by the Press
opposed to Labour as being the voice of the
Labour movement of Australia. I had the
privilege of being on the Sydney Domain a
few Sondays ago and from 14 different plat-
formg I heard a so-ealled new soeial doetrine
erunciated, and in no instance was it enun-
ciated in the Australian aceent.

Mr. Angelo: Quite right; I was there.

Mr. SIMONS: Not one of those men had
any controlling voice or gniding hand in the
destiny of the Australian Labour Party.
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The Minister for Mines: They are the
people you arc asking us to bring to Western
Australia,

Mr. 8TMOXNS: Xo, T ean pive the nation-
alities of these men, There were two Irish,
two Beoteh, two Americans, and the rest I
should deseribe as Whitechapel cockneys,
There was not one with a continental accent
among the whole 14, T admit that a certain
section of the Press, for propaganda pur-
poses, has been representing to the people of
Australia that these wild-eyed, mad-headed
extremists represent the voice of Labour.
They do not.

Mr, Munsie:
of it.

Mr, STMONS: And they are fighting us
as viciously as any ether political party in
Australin. T fought them in East DPerth;
the Leader of the Opposition fought them in
Boulder, and the member for South Fre-
mantle fought them in his electorate; we
fought them everywhere, but we cannot choke
them off beeause some of them, I fancy, nre
heing subsidised by the other side.

Mr, McCallum: They are in Queensland
and New South #Wales. There is no doubt
ahout that.

Mr. SIMONS: [ know there is nothing
that the legitimate leader of Labour in Aus-
tralia fears more than the idea of revolution.
We recognise that any principle won by revo-
Intion cannet be retained in a demoecracy un-
less backed up by a majority of the citizens,
and where is the sensc of resorting to force
unless a majority of the people are prepared
to agree to it! Every leader of Labour re-
cognises this fact. Only within the borders
of the Australian Constitution and of the
State Counstitutions ean we hope to fight for
those things we arc seeking to attain. We
realise that our hope is in ballots and not
bullets.

The Minister for Mines: Are you oecupy-
ing the Jate Ben Jones’s seat?

Mr, MeCallum: 1 was not aware that he
was dead,

AMr. SIMONS: I do not think Ben Jones
ever made more stupid interjeetions than I
have been getting from the Ministerial
benches to-night. The member. for Gascoyne
{Mr, Angelo) and other gpeakers have been
deplering that Western Australia i3 in the
Federation.

Mr. Angelo: Xo, I deplored the treatment
we were getting from Federation.

Mr. SIMONS: We are getting everything
we deserve from Federation. It is a judg-
ment upon us for sending the type of sgenator
whom we have representing us to-day. There
are at least three of the six senators who are
drawing £1,000 a year from the publie rev-
enue who would not be qualified for a yard-
man’s job in a fifth rate hotel.

Mr. C. C. Maley: Who are they?

Mr. STMONS: The hon, member knows
them; if he does not he has not enough sense
to be occupying a seat in this House. The
people who sent members like these to Mel-

They are not even members
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bourne to rcpresent them are complaining of
the kind of deal they are getting.

AMr, A. Thomson: We had it before those
nmen were there.

My, SIMOXNS: But there was a chance of
getting rid of them, and the opportunity was
not taken. Tf we send representatives like
these to Mlelbourne, why blame the system?
To come down to matters of more local con-
eern, as a metropolitan member I munst ex-
press regret that in the whole of the Cabinet
there is not omne Minister representing a
metropolitan eonstitueney. I do not think
there is a precedent for this in any part of
Australia. This explains in a great
measure why during the summer we were
famishing for water, We were unable
to wash decently or to drink decently,
if T may so deseribe it. The member for
Gascoyne deplored the fact that some ladies
went to a hotet at 11 o’clock in the morning
for cocktails or something of the kind. This
probably is a habit that was gontracted
Inst summer when they were unable to get
water. It indicates to what desperation the
negleect of the Government has driven
people because a decent water supply has
not been provided for the city.

Mr. Angelo: They must have become very
thirsty carly in life.

Mr. SIMONS: Tt is no use criticising a
scheme unless we have some remedy to ap-
ply. The Government for the past three
years have been neglectful in not bringing
the water from Mundaring into the metro-
politan area, Tn 1003, when the scheme was
established, with the idea of supplying
water to Kalgoorlie and Boulder, there was
an increase in the population of those cities
of about 30,000 people. With the flow of
years the position has wndergone a change,
and these areas are fast beecoming de-popu-
lated. The State is now saddled with the
capital expenditure on this tremendous
scheme. We have in Perth people who are
tfamishing for water, while there.is this huge
quantity at Mundaring not being used.

Mr. A. Thomson: Millions of gallons are
going to waste every year.

My, SIMONS: Apparently the hon. mem-
ber agrees with me at least on one point.
We have this peculiar contradiction. The
people in the metropolitan area have money
ready to hand over to the Government, which
is suffering from a condition bordering on
beggary, The Government, on the other
hand, have water to spare which they could
exchange for real money, but they have not
had avflicient business acumen to cause them
to make the mecessary provision for so do-
ing. Mundaring is about 22 miles from
Perth. The outlet from the Weir is about
80 feet above the level of Mt. Eliza. By the
mere force of gravitation the water eould
be delivered to At. Eliza through a single
line of pipes and thus not only bring rev-
enue to the State but relief to a famighed
eity. I tremble to think what will happen
during the next summer unless the Govern-
ment very quickly do something to relieve
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the position from which we suffered so in-
tently last year. This cannot be too strongly
emphasised. We have large and thickly
populated areas which are not sewered
within three miles of the Perth Town Hall,
This indicates that our system of sani-
tation in these quarters bas harked back
te the time when men roamed about in
tribes and had not enough intelligence
to carry out a system of sanitation.
That sanitation is absent because we have
not sufficient water to enable us to operate
the sewerage system already installed.
It is all very well to be care free and say
that all will be right and in the future pay
for thesc disabilities with some severe epi-
demie. The mosquito pest is becoming more
aggravating each year, People may say that
is only a small thing but when mosquitoes
come along in battaliong it is no small mat-
ter. If I do not do something in East Perth
to shift the mosquitoes they will certainly
shift me. No one has any conception of
what I shall be expeeted to do before the
end of the session in fighting mosgquitoes.

Mr. Mullany: You can’t get them away
from East Perth.

Mr. SIMON®: There is no such word as
f“ean’t’’ in relation to the eradication of
mosquitoes. Scemething could be done by
the Government in this direction. Lazy Min-
isters will say that it is a municipal fune-
tion and that it is too small a job for them.
I can well imagine them saying that. When
the influenza epidemic broke out the Govern-
ment did not say it was a eivic or a muni-
cipal function to deal with but they faced
their responsibilitics and footed the bill out
of the funds of the State. The people as a
general body paid the cost of stamping out
the epidemic. We have been whrned by
seientists who know their husiness that there
are in Western Australia mosquitoes capable
of carrying the germs of malaria and other
diseases. It is therefore nceessary that the
State should take steps to meet the trouble
beforehand, If an outbreak does oceur as
a result of mosquito infeetion the State will
have to foot the bill. Tt is surely advisable,
therefore, that the State should take the
action necessary to prevent an epidemic from
this source. The aet of preventing am epi-
demic would be a great deal cheaper than that
of stamping out an epidemic after it had
occurred. I have lived in communities
where the land has not been worth twopence
an gere beeanse of the mosquite pest. In ten
years’ time the same land has had settled
upon it 60,000 pecple, although previously
it consisted of mosquito-haunted peninsulas,
The mesquitoes were got rid of becanse there
were men there who did not know the word
““can’t.’’ There was also the tremendous
zone of uninhabitable lands along the Pan-
ama Canal route. Seientists on the spot
did not say the mosquitos could not be erad-
icated. They set to work and wiped them
ont. TIn that part of New Guinea which
we have taken from the Germans, although
it is near the Equatoer and the elimatic and
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atmospheric conditions are not nearly so fav-
ourable as they are here, the mosquitoes have
been eradicated to the extent of reducing
the danger of the pest to a minimum.

Mr, McCallum: That system has since been
itmproved upon by an Australian doctor.

Mr. SIMONS: That is so, In the fight
against the mosquito the Germans even went
so far as to fill up with cement the hollow
forks of trees where any water might lie,
What the Germans did we can do. The half-
bred nigger republica in South America have
also wiped out the mosquitoes in their region,
and surely we have as much intelligence as
they have. I hope members will realise the
seriousness of this problem.

Mr. Johnston: Do you advocate that the
Government should wipe out masquitoes all
over the State or only in Perth?

Mr. SIMONS: They might experiment
first in East Perth. If the measures taken
there prove suceessful they can thru be taken
to Williamg and Narregin and other country
<centres,

Mr. Angelo: You will have a vermin tax
put upon yeur electors.

Mr. SIMONS: It does not matter what
the tax is so long as we get rid of the mos-
quitoes. We let it be known abroad that
Western Australia is a great place to live in
and that Perth is a wonderful city, I know
of a fanmflly who came from New South
Wales last’ January with £15,000 to invest
in Western Australia. They spent three
nights in one of the leading hotels in the
city, but eould not get a bath because of
the lack of water, nor a wink of sleep be-
cause of the mosquitoes. There is a cash
value in making Perth more habitable, and
in making Western Australia more habitable,
The first impressions of the new-comer are
generally lasting impressions. This is a
business proposition, a commercial considera-
tion. Something should be done before the
ensuing summer to wipe out this terrible
pest.

The Minister for Mines: Many pcople go
East because of the mosquitees, and spend
their money there.

Mr. BIMONS: -That is so. I remember
reading a debate which took place in an-
other place where ecriticism was offered to
the expenditure which had been incurred on
the Agent General’s residenee in London.
While we are all pledged to economy, I do
not think anyone, who paused for a moment
to consider the importance of Western Aus-
tralia being properly represented in London,
woulil question the expenditure incurred by
the Government in this way. The only thing
I marvel at is that the Agent General was
able to procure a residence for such a small
figure. T believe in the dignified represen-
tation of Western Aunstralia abroad.

Mr. M¢Callum: What about the furni-
ture?
Mr. SIMOXS: That is the property of

the State and will be used by successive
Agents-General. If we are to have a repre-
sentative abroad he must be able to fill the
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position with impressiveness, and dignity,
otherwise there is no use in having that re-
presentation.

Mr, Teeadale:

roilway irom,
Mr, SIMONS: The Apgent-General is ex-
pected on behalf of the Government to en-
tertain visitors, financiers and others, If
he brings them intoe an apartment cost-
ing £3 or £4 a week, which is a poor apart-
ment in London, the impression gained by
vigitors from the atmosphere of the Agent-
General’s residence is likely to be the im-
pression they will carry away of the import-
ance of the State. To send the Agent-
General ronnd in a cheap fashion and expect
him to invite guests into a cheap apart-
ment, would Dbe like sending a commereial
traveller out in dungarees and moleskins and
expecting him to bring in business. Our repre-
sentation abroad musb be in keeping with
the importance of this great State. In a
sense thc Agent-General is an ambassador.
He represents a country with great ambi-
tions, which hopes to attract a great amount
of ecapital.

Mr, Johnston: And to borrow money.

Mr, BIMONS: Unfortunately that is so.
There may be two or three financial magnates
abroad on whose advice will depend whether
or not we get one million or two million
pounds. The Apgent-General should be so
equipped as to give a good impression of the
State that he is representing. On the other
hand I cannot pass over the subjeet without
saying that the Premier should communicate
with the Agen{-General and ask why he
should show such bad taste as to call his
home ¥ Westralia,’’ There is no such place.
It is a vulgarisation of a very fine name,
‘'Western  Australia.’’ If the Agent-
General is ealled upon to represent Subiaco
gsome day, and follows that rule, he will
place upon his house the name *‘Suby.'’ I
hope the Premier will do something to canse
the Agent-General to abolish that sign of
bad taste by wiping out this vulgarisation,
The term  *¢\Westralia’® originated in o
Syduey paper which @id nothing for 20
years except write down this State in ridicu-
lous language.

Mr. Pickering:
letin’??

Mr. SIMONS: It was the ‘¢Bulletin.”?
This State is entitled to have its full name
given to it and vot a nickname. With re-
pgard to our road system, I do not believe
the Government are fully seized of their
responsibilities if® regard to the construction
of highvoads. With the development of
motor traffie it ig important that our roads
system and-our method of constructing roads
should be entirely revolutionised. We bave
not altered our plans of road making or
brought them into keeping with the require-
ments of motor traffic. 'We must adopt some
gystem under which we will recognise that
highroads arve just as important as railroads.
When that is recognised fully the State
should declare certain lines of highroads

i It will not affect the price

0

It was not the ‘‘Bul-
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leading out in different directions, and these
roads should be constructed on a uniform
plan, carried out by the same enginecrs, and
the ratio of expenditure on the mileage hasis
should be charged to the differenf loeal
bodies through whose territory the highroads
may pass. Tt would be impracticable to
carry on a railway system between here and
Albany by allowing e¢ach road bhoard and
each council to eonstruct and maintain its
own particular mileage. We would get no-
thing bwvt railway ehaos, just as to-day we
have nothing but road chaos. Transporta-
tion between here and Albany by road is
practieally impossible owing to the condition
the highroads are in for four "months of the
year. The Government must address them-
selves to the adoption of a uniform policy
of road building in co-operation with the
difterent local anthorities between Perth and
the outside centres. : There is no mention in
the Speech of any highroad policy. There is
another matter to which the House should
give considerable attention during the ses-
sion. Some steps shonld be taken to com-
memorate in proper and fitting form the ser-
vices rendered to the State by the late Lord
Forrest. It is rather strange that such a
suggestion shounld emanate from this side of
the House. It strikes me as one of the most
miserable eommentaries it is possible to make
uwpon any people to say that steps have not
yet been taken to commemorate the life of
this great father of the West. I hope not
many months will elapse before some suitable
scheme is urged in this Chamber by which
the country will be able to express in a com-

mensurazte and suitable manner the wmn-
doubted gratitnde and dcep veneration
we have for the life of one of the
great  fathers of our  wonderful State.

There werc some on this side of the Chamber
who did not agree with the political activities

of the late Lord Forrest, but 1 do not believe.

there is any citizen, no matter how purhlind
politically he may be, who will not agree
that in Lord Forrest we had one of the
greatest men Australia has so far produeed,
not only from an Australian point of view
but from the broader standpoint of the Brit-
ish Empire. Whea we come to think that the
gave of this great statesman remains un-

marked by the public and that no
line has been written by the publie
to commemorate his  wonderfnl life, we

comnienee to wonider whether sentiment has
left the hearts of the citizens of Western
Auvstralia. Perhaps a svitable way to per-
petuate the memory of this great Father of
the West would be to have some kind of
building crected on the highest point of
Mount Eliza overlooking the Narrows, where
we could place the ashes of this great states-
man. Tt conld be creeted on a position in the
Park, to secure which he did so mueh
for the people, and at a point from which the
eity he loved so well eould he seen, Some
scheme of this deseription might be worked
out with te concurrence of the relatives and
under the direction of, possibly, a Parliament-
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ary eommittee representative of all shades of
political opinion in this (*hamber. The longer
we, 35 a Parliament, allow ‘his life to go
unrecognised, the longer will we leave our-
selves open te a charge of neglect of the
memory of a very wonderful man. I do not
think there was cver a greater act of van-
dalism perpetrated in this eity than when
'“The Bungalow’’ was torn down and ‘‘The
Bungalow’’ acre thrown over to commerce.
That historic propérty should have perpetn-
ated for all time, the memory of the late Lord
Forrest, as a part of the eity which could be
pointed out to visitors from abroad as the
heme of the greatest man we ever had in this
o any other part of Australia. Tr conelusion,
I want to say enc or two words on a conple
of matters which have heen referred to dor-
ing the course of the speeches on the Address-
in-reply. Some speaker on the Government
sille of the House mentioned that it wonld he
wise, before a strike was commenced, if the
wives of unionists were given the privilege
of vating on the issue. T believe we, on the
Opposition side of the House, are inclined to
consider that question—-—

Mrs. Cowan: Iear, hear!

Me. SIMONS: Conditionaliy. Tf the mem-
hers of the Primary Produeers’ Associntion
will bring their women

The Minister for Mines: We do.

Mr. SIMOXNS: I mean if you bring your
wives—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order!

Mr. Angefo:  You want petticoat Govern-
ment.

Mrs. Cowan: T made that sugpestion. 1
did not waut the Primary Produeers’ Asso-
ciation only, T spoke for all women.

Mr. STMONS: T am speaking regarding
women, too. Tf the Chamber of Commerce
will alter their constitution and bring their
wives along, and if the Chamber of Mines do
likewise, then we will consider it. Then, too,
if the members of the Pastoralists Associa-
tion, hefore determining to oppress the poor
shearcra any more, will get their wives to
participate in the discussion as to whether
consideration of the shearers’ requests is to
he given or not, we may think of it.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear! Why should they
not ?

Mr. SIMONS: If it is fair that the wives
ot the workers should be given that right, why
chould not the Chamhber of Commerce, the
("hamber of Mines, and these other bodies,
bring their wives along and let us have the
whole thing on a hasis of equality? T believe
some of us could be converted to the idea.

My, Jahnston: You would let the wives
know what meetings their husbands were at-

tending.

Mr. Munsie: How would your wife get
on!

The Minister for Mines: Aany of our

wives would not go with us,
Mr. SIMONS: Regarding the Civil Serviee

and the Thousing of rthe several Gov-
ernment departments, no onc can fail
tn  he impressed hy the extraordinary
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lack of foresight or co-ordination in the
plans for Government buildings erected
throughout Perth. Each building is a
monument to very bad and very imperfect
architceture. We have Government depart-
ments distributed all over Perth, and we have
some departments with different offices in
different parts of the city. A man from the
ccuntry eoming to the c¢ity to tramsact busi-
ness with several Government departments,

Tias to ramble all over the metropoli-
tan area before his quest is ended.
Before the State advances any  further,

we should” adopt some co-ordinated plan
and  develop a great boilding scheme
to meet all the demands of the future. If
we take the rents that have been paid to pri-
vate owners of property and ascertain what
that represents in eapital value, T believe it
would be possible to erect a huge block of ad-
ministrative offices which wonld be sufficient
in capaeity to house praetically the whole of
the Government departments, with the pos-
sible exception of the Railways. Take, for
ingtance, the position where the old post
office is situated, and take that block bounded
by St. George'’s Terrace, Barrack Street, Hay
Btreet and Cathedral Avenuve, and concentrate
on that as the site for an administrative
block. If foundations were put down to
rarry eight or ten storeys, we could have a
scheme under whieh each snccessive Govern-
ment conld add to the structure as the State
developed, until in its eventual form, it would
represent not only the embodiment of co-or-
dination, efficiency and economy, but would
stand as a magnifieent reminder of the con-
fidlence we have in the future of our great
State. T believe such a scheme would have a
practical value. I believe, although some may
question the advisability of having an im-
mense edifice, that it would pay. Tt would
he an inspiration to the people to do bigger
things, and stir in the souls of the younger
people a spirit of cmulation. Who can con-
jecture what the inspiration of the late -8ir
Winthrop Haekett represents to Western Aus-
ralia? T suppose there were  times
when  he was moving  among the
inspiring buildings and traditional reminders
of his country. Who can say what was in the
mind of that gentleman when he moved among
those surroundings? T believe that in those
days Sir Winthrop Haekett was absorbing
the inspiration he gained from his surround-
ings, and in the fulness of time he was able
to vome here and cndow Western Australia
with “practically everything we have which
represents cultural attainments. When we

gee oue life inspired in such a way, think-

what it must mean if that spirit were incul-
catedl more generally among the people.
\When we consider that S8ir Winthrop Hackett
came to what was then practically an un-
known State, with hardly any anbition to go
forward, it is inspiring to realise that his
name is associated with the Public Library,
the Art Gallery, the Muoseum and very closely
with the dedieation of King’s Park, the
finest heritage amy city has in  Australia.
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When we realise this, we begin to understand
what it all means.

Mr. Angelo: Then there is the University
too.

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, T am sorry I forgot to
mention the University as well. From a con.
templation of the work of the late Sir Win-
throp Hackett, we see how one life radiates
zoodness over all and comes 23 an inspiration
for the citizens of this Btate. Some wmater-
inlists will say: ‘‘Does it pay?'’ They will
ask: " Will it not cost too much?’’ One can
never say what the results of one man’s
work will mean to the period in which he
lives, provided that the man’s mind is
moulded in the proper atmosphere. We have
to faece another position seriously or accept
the reproach of being one of the most hack-
ward States in the British Empire. I refer
now to the question of improving the Uni-
~ersity foeilities, The present institution
furnishes another reflection upon us when it
is realised that boys and girls who are fired
with an ambition to become great in some
line of thought or study, have nothing but
a mere collection of tin huts and shanties
to study in; insufferably cold in winter and
swelteringly hot in summer. That is no at-
mosphere in which a youth may cultivate a
great miod. Tt is not the atmosphere which
stimulates study, or helps to higher thoughts,
or inspires to greater things. I know that in
the present condition of our finances it is
nseless to say that we have £100,000 to spend
on our I'niversity; we have not. But I am
one of those who believe that the University
has been installed on the wrong side of St.
George's terraee. Tt shonld be installed in
Government Hounse. There is a wonderful
location there for a University, a loeation
whieh would do us for the next 20 years.
We have there 14 acres of the moat beantiful
knd in the city of Perth.

Mr. Johnston: Why not make it a park?

Mr, SIMOXNS: On that loeation of 14
acres there are 15 people living—in the heart
of the city, ome person per acre. Without
auy reflection upon the present distinguished
occupant of Government House, a man who,
T Dbelieve, has already won the hearts of the
people of Western Australia, and a man who
hns won the admiration of every citizen of this
State, and also without in any way detract-
ing from his dignity or from the dignity of
the position of Governor, we could, I believe,
honse the whole of the staff in a less com-
modious building on King’s ‘Park-road, or
possibly on the Ohservatory grounds, even if
we ereeted for this purpose a new building at
a cost of £3,000 or £6,000, Thus we should
have Government House free for educational
pursuits, The building is magunificent, and
the surroundings are wonderful, magnificent
grounds for the students to walk in when
in contemplative mood. Between the water
front and the enclosure there is a fine play-
ing area; and the river is there for the boat
sheds. ’

Mr, Johnaton: The arca is too small for
University grounds.
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Mr, SIMOXS:; Possibly; but it is 30 times
bigger than the present University enclosure,
which we shall be committed to for the next
20 years if the present condition of our
finances continues. Some unwise men have
suggested Crawley as a University site. They
caunot understand what a modern University
means, or they would not want to banish the
students two or threc miles out. The matter
of transportation means a great thing to
poor students, going backwards and forwards
perhaps three or four times a day. Espee-
ially does. this apply at night. Crawley aa a
Tuiversity site is impossible for evening stu-
dents. In modern Universities, such as those
of Canada and the United States, and other
countries to which we look for patterns, it is
a common thing to find the young mechanie,
the young clerk, and the young lawyer in-
terleaving their time at the University with
their time of business occupation. That eon-
dition is going to arise here just as suorely
as our civilisation is advancing. Now, for
students desirous of alternating their univer-
sity studies with business occupations during
the day, Crawley is right out of bounds. As
a University site, Crawley is impossible for
the modern student who wishes to earry on
his studies collaterally with his work., Such
students will be working in an area bounded
by Milligan-street and Bennett-strect in one
direction, and by the river and the railway
line in another direction.

The Minister for Mines: Not at alll

Mr, SIMOXNS: To put the University area
at Crawley means pronouncing a death sen-
tence upon the student who has to work
collaterally with his stodies,

The Minister for Mines: What about the
Fremantle students?

Mr. SIMONS: We could have a Univer
sity at Fremantle too, if we had a properly
progressive Government.

Member: What about the Midland June-
tion students?

Mr. SIMOXNS: However, there is no ques-
tion at all about Crawley being unsuitable as
a University site, first of all because it is
low-lying:

The Minister for Mines. It is not.

Mr., SIMOXNS: The Minister has no sense
of altitude if he says that. Secondly, be-
vituse Crawley is too far removed from the
the arteries of traffic connecting the differ-
ent metropolitan points. There are many
other subjects which ghould have heen
covered, bnt just let me express the hope
that this Parliament, hefore it is very mueh
older, will see this House reduced to half
ils present nomber, Iifty members are alto-
gether too many for this State to carry in
the Assembly, besides the 30 members of the
Upper House, and 11 Federal members—a
total of 91 legislators. I never knew of any
community of 300,000 people which eould pro-
duce 91 statesmen. We can earry on mueh
more expeditiously and much more efficiently
with 25 members in this Chamber; and I
am in favour of cutting the membership of
the House in half as speedily as possible,

. bers of this Chamber
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and sending us all back to the country to let
the thing be fought out on the basis of the
survival of the fittest. With regard to the
future of the State, I do not believe that
any of us can have any real misgivings. We
vertainly have an overdraft; but against
that overdraft we have some wonderful
nssets, Western Australia is gifted with
practically ceverything that God has given
man in any other part of the globe. I be-
licve there is only one thing we are deficient
in, aml that is the confidence of our own
citizens in our own State. As heart-
breaking a thing as one can eome neross i3
to go over East and hear some libel con-
cerning Western Australia, which, when you
ask where it originated, you find comes from
some Western Anstralian visiting Victoria
who has apologised for heing a Western Aus-
tralian. Not infreqrently it is former mem-
who bave been the
seurces of such libels. It is a thing I have
always failed te anderstand, why some peaple
should take such delight in apologising for
Woestern Australia, and in defaming the land
fiem whieh they are drawing their susten-
ance, [ travelled not long ago with a finan-
cial adviser from London, the representative
of onc of the large institutions of that city.
We were travelling between Adelaide and
Port Augusta, when he toid me that his job
was to go around the world reporting on
various ecountries. He mentioned that he
had made the cirenit of the globe eleven
times in fourteen years, I was curious to
know what kind of report he gave out with
regard to Western Australia, and he told
me the equivalent of the following: ‘fAly
report has been, ‘Don’t toueh Western
Australia  with o forty-foot pole.”’ 1
asked him, “**Why do you give adviee
of that kind!'' TLet me explain that
the institution which he represented per-
forms the funetion of giving advice to
people with trust funds to invest. Say a
man -dies leaving money for three or four
children, to be invested in their bebalf until
they reach the age of 21 years: them the
trustee or fhe solicitor who has to invest the
money would apply to such an institetion as
this for advice. If a Western Australian or
a Chilian propoesition, or a proposition from
any other country, were put before the trus-
tee, he would refer it to this kind of in-
stitution, which advises in what direetions
money can be invested with safety. T asked
this man why he warned his institution
against Western Australin, and I 8aid,
““Don’t you think Western Australia has
cverything that nature has given to any
other country?’’ His reply was, "fAs re-
gards the gifts of nature, you are superior
to any other part of Australia.’’ There-
npen I asked again, ‘*Why do you warn
your institutien against us??’ He said,
‘‘Beeause of the earping, eriticigsing, fault-
finding spirit of some of your citizens, whieh
would damn the best country in the world.”’
[ said, ‘“That i3 only a general asscrtion;
give me an experience.’’ He then said,
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‘*I was educated as au engincer, and I was
taught that the greatest water scheme in the
world was your Coolgardie water scheme. 1
had read tributes to its efficieney in almost
every European language. T never heard it
condemned or ron down snywhere exeept in
Western Austraila. The first thing I did
on arriving at Kalgoorlie was to go to the
water scheme oflice there, to see one of the
engineers. . I approached the cngineer with
these words, ‘1 have come to see your mag-
nifiecent water seheme.’ This fellow said,
‘Magnificent! Where did you get that
word from?' T replied that I thought the
scheme was a magnificent one. He retorted,
‘Tt is not; it is.n rotten failure, and it is
going. to bankernpt the State.’ [ said,
‘Are you telling me the truth?’ He 4aid,
‘Yes. Come to-morrow and I will prove it
to you.’’’ And the next day, when they
went along the pipe track together, the en-
gineer had a mavvy with pick and shovel
proceeding in front to expose wvarious por-
tions of the track in order to convinee this
vigitor from another country that the pipe
line wns votten and was going to drive West-
crn Australia to bankruptey. The visitor's
comment to me was, ‘‘In any other country
they would. have had a navvy going ahead to
cover up the bad points. If ever you put
up a monument to typify the spirit of the
West, model it on that man with the pick
and shovel: he would be emblematical of
your citizens."? That man with the pick and
shovel exposing the faults of our land teo
a stranger is,- 1 fear, typical of only too
many ‘Western Australian citizens, T he-
lieve that the proper spirit is that of healthy
optimism, for which T heartily commend our
Premier. With that optimism and this won-
derful land of which we have been made the
guardians and inheritors, everything is pos-
sible for Western Australians, and our over-
draft need not worry us too much. But we
have to be wore optimistie, we must have a
stronger and more abiding faith in this great
State of which God has given us the guard-
ianship.

On motion by Mr., Wilson, decbate ad-
journed.

House adjowrned at 10.50 pm.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p, and read prayers.

QUESTION—OLD WOMEN'S HOME.

Hon. A, H. PANTOXN asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is there an official visiting
conmiittee to the 0ld Women’s Home at Fre-
mantte? 2, Tf so, who arc the members of

, the committee? 3, Is a report furnished by

the committee to the Minister? 4, If so, on
what date was the last report furnished?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, but some weeks ago steps were
taken to rveappoint a eommittee, and the fol-
lowing organisations were cach asked to nom-
inate one member:—TLabonr Women's Organ-
isation, Women's Service Guild of Western
Australin, National Council of Women. 2,
Nominations liave only just Dbeen received,
and the new committee wi]l be appointed
forthwith, 3, The last report of the previous
committee was in November, 1920,

QUESTION—SCHOOL, TEACHERS’
STRIEE PAY.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is it a faet that the full
deduetion of strike pay was made from the
sulary of the deceased school teachers, Miss
Mullet and Mr. Prisk? 2, Is he aware that
the Tgachers’ Union refunded the amount to
the relatives of the deceased teachers? 3,
Does he eonsider rigid insistence in such cases
in the ,best interests of the Education De-
partment? 4, Will he issue the necessary
anthority to prevent future deductions in sim-
ilar cases?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 8, In no case has the
decition of the Govermment that advances
made against wages lost during the strike
period must he refunded, been departed from,
4, The.refunds will .be_completed next-amonth
and an anomaly weould be created by issuing
the authority suggested.

COL{MITTEES FOR THE SESSION,
Additional A ember.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
Hon. J. J. Holmes was appointed to aet for
the President on the Honse Committee.



